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Published  Since  1877 

July  22, 1999 
Vol.  123 
No.  23 


What's  in  the 
Record 

WMU  house  dedicated 


- 

Father  fiehtfefor  children 

Journey meaJDegin  work 


Letters 


e  editor 


KAMPALA,  Uganda  (BP) 
—  Moaning,  horrible  enough 
to  stand  a  dog's  hair  on  end, 
erupts  from  tne  ward  at  the 
end  of  the  hallway. 

White  jacket  shimmering 
in  the  dimly  lit  corridor, 
missionary  doctor  Larry 
Pepper  heads  toward  the 
mournful  sound. 

He  pushes  open  the 
medical  ward's  double 
doors.  His  gaze  sweeps  the 
beds  in  the  room  —  all 
occupied  —  as  he  walks  to 
the  suffering  woman's  side. 

Pepper,  a  teaching  physi¬ 
cian  at  Mbarara  University 
Teaching  Hospital  in 
Uganda,  is  told  tne  woman 
arrived  the  night  before.  Like 
so  many  others,  she  was 
brought  in  by  her  family  as  a 
last-ditch  effort  to  save  her 
life  but  it's  too  late  to  do 
more  than  ease  her  pain. 

The  missionary  gives 
instructions  to  an  intern 


When  Jane  dies.  Pepper 
takes  comfort  in  knowing 
she  has  become  a  Christian. 
His  efforts  to  give  hope  in 
the  face  of  death  have  not 
gone  by  the  wayside. 

Later  that  morning,  the 
moaning  in  the  wards 
greets  third-year  medical 
students  as  they  follow 
Pepper  on  rounds.  Monday 
through  Friday,  they  spend 
half  their  days  learning  at 
the  bedside. 

There  they  practice  tak¬ 
ing  pulses  ancf  blood  pres¬ 
sure  —  and  thinking  criti¬ 
cally  in  order  to  make  cor¬ 
rect  diagnoses. 

Following  Pepper  on 
rounds  teaches  tne  stu¬ 
dents  more  than  just  medi¬ 
cine.  He  shows  what  it 
means  to  care  —  by  his 
gentle  touch  on  a  woman's 


Forehead  as  he  questions 
her,  by  the  way  he  looks 

SERVING  THE  GREAT  PHYSICIAN  —  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Larry  each  patient  in  tne  eye  with 
and  moves  on  to  a  patient  Pepper,  a  teaching  physician  at  Mbarara  University  Teaching  Hospital  in  respect,  by  the  way  his  soft 
waiting  in  another  room.  Kampala,  Uganda,  shares  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  with  a  patient.  A  former  voice  soothes  a  severely 
Diagnosing  the  man  with  NASA  flight  surgeon.  Pepper  is  part  of  a  team  seeking  to  share  the  gospel  with  the  burned  little  girl, 
ulcers.  Pepper  hands  him  a  Banyankore/Bakiga  people  of  southwestern  Uganda.  (BP  photo  by  Matt  Jones)  "My  job  is  to  teach  them 
treatment  filled  with  hope.  - - -  by  example  how  to  be  a 


"As  part  of  the  prescription 
for  medicine,  I  write  out 
Scriptures.  When  they  come 
back  the  next  week,  I  ask  them 
if  they  read  it,"  Pepper  explains. 

Pepper  is  not  only  a  physi¬ 
cian;  ne  is  part  of  the  team  seek¬ 
ing  to  share  the  gospel  with  the 
Banyankore/Bakiga  people  of 


southwestern  Uganda, 


Uganda,  the 
country's  second-largest  peo- 

Ple  group  and  the  tribe  of 
resident  Yoweri  Museveni. 
Just  last  year,  the  team  start¬ 
ed  the  first  Baptist  churches 
among  this  people  group  of 
approximately  1.5  million. 
Tneir  desire  to  share  eternal  life 


Prayer,  fasting  call  fails 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A  resolution  recommending  gov¬ 
ernment  leaders  call  for  a  day  of  "solemn  prayer,  fasting  and 
humiliation  before  God"  failed  in  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  for  lack  of  a  two-thirds  majority. 

The  House  voted  274-140  in  favor  of  the  non-binding  reso¬ 
lution,  but  the  measure  required  a  two-thirds  majority  under 
the  rule  applied  to  the  vote.  Rep.  Helen  Chenoweth,  FL-Idaho, 
said  she  would  consider  asking  for  another  vote  under  a  rule 


i  that's  good 

'Unfortunately,  too  many  congressmen  did  not  understand 
that  this  non-binding  resolution  is  a  simple  recognition  of  the 
importance  and  need  for  prayer  at  this  time,  not  a  mandate  to 
force  anyone  to  do  anything  unconstitutional." 

Rep.  Chet  Edwards,  D.-Texas,  criticized  the  bill  during  floor 
debate  June  29. 

"Any  effort  by  this  Congress  to  inject  a  notion  of...  necessary 
duty  upon  how,  when,  ana  whether  an  American  must  pray  is 
not  only  blatantly  unconstitutional,  it  offends  my  deepest  con¬ 
viction  that  the  sacredness  of  one's  prayers  and  belief  in  God  is 
that  they  are  based  on  free  will,  not  an  imposed  duty  from  gov¬ 
ernment,"  Edwards  said,  according  to  an  Associated  Press  arti¬ 
cle  in  The  Washington  Times. 

The  proposal,  HCR  94,  cited  the  shooting  in  schools  as  erne 
of  the  reasons  for  recommending  a  day  of  prayer. 


with  a  dying  nation  has 
launched  several  ministries 
with  medical  students  and 
other  faculty  at  the  hospital. 

The  39-year-old  doctor's  next 
stop  is  another  ward  across  a 
courtyard.  Pepper  doesn't  think 
Jane,  a  patient  back  for  a  third 
visit,  will  make  it  much  longer. 
She  is  from  the  AIDS  outpatient 
clinic  he  oversees  Wednesday 
afternoons,  the  first  such  clinic 
begun  at  the  hospital. 

v'We're  doing  something 
(other]  AIDS  organizations 
don't  do  by  dealing  with  the 
spiritual  aspect,"  Pepper  says. 


I  II  \  ears  <i<’o 


Christian  physician  versus  just 
sician,  he  says. 


is  team  seeking  to  share 
the  gospel  with  the 
Banyankore/Bakiga  people 
group  is  looking  for  a  second 
general  evangelist  to  join  them. 

Individuals  who  feel  the  Lord 
may  be  leading  them  to  join  the 
team  or  to  consider  other  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  East  Africa  may  e- 
mail  inifial.contacts@imb.org; 
write  the  Initial  Contacts 
Coordinator,  International 
Mission  Board,  P.O.  Box  6767, 
Richmond  VA  23230-0767;  or  call 
toll-free  (888)  422-6461. 


Looking  back 


The  William  Carey  College  board  of  trustees  releases  a  56-page  Miss. 
Baptist  Education  Commission  report  on  conditions  at  the  Hattiesburg- 
based  college,  along  with  12  resolutions  passed  by  the  Carey  trustees  not¬ 
ing  an  immediate  need  for  more  money  to  implement  needed  corrections. 


Jll  \  •V’O 


Central  Hills  Retreat  near  Koscuisko  opens  for  a  full  summer  of  camping 
—  die  first  time  in  10  years  that  Mississippi  Baptist  boys  have  had  their  own 
camping  facility  since  Camp  Kittiwake  was  destroyed  in  Hurricane  Camille. 
The  36tLacre  tract  was  purchased  in  1973  and  includes  an  18-acre  lake. 


ill  \  l\ II  '  .V’O 


Baptist  Hospital  in  Jackson  admits  a  record  3,298  patients  during  April, 
May,  and  June  of  1949.  The  nursing  school  graduates  35  people  in  May 
and  enrolls  36  in  June.  A  nursing  shortage  is  expected  to  continue,  despite 
the  164  students  now  in  training  at  the  hospital. 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Thanks  for  the  memories 


if 


William 

Perkin? 

Editor 


EDITOR 

William  H.  Perkins  }r. 

ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
Carl  M.  White 

EDITORIAL  ASSOCIATE 
Florence  Larrimore 

CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
Renee  Walley 

BOOKKEEPER 
Betty  Anne  Bailey 

LAYOUT/DESIGN 
Joylin  Davis 

ADVERTISING/PROOFREADER 
Heather  Cumberland 


Dear  Friend,  it  was  great  to  receive  a 
telephone  call  from  you  a  few  days 
ago,  more  than  26  years  after  our 
high  school  graduation  and  probably  20 
years  since  we  last  talked.  1  won't  use  your 
real  name  because  I  don't  wrant  to  embar¬ 
rass  you  or  place  you  in  a  spotlight  where 
you  may  not  feel  entirely  comfortable. 

I  know  you  to  be  the  type  of  person  who 
would  shun  public  recognition  for  simply 
living  your  Christian  faitn  every  day,  but  I 
do  want  to  share  our  conversation  in  the 
hope  that  Mississippi  Baptists  will  be  led  to 
a  clearer  understanding  of  the  lifetime 

_  impact  they  have  on  people  like  you 

ana  me  and  the  crucial  Kingdom 
work  that  is  left  to  accomplish. 

As  we  discussed,  I  well  remem¬ 
ber  the  day  you  walked  the  aisle  of 
First  Church,  Belzoni,  and  made 

{>ublic  your  profession  of  faith  in 
esus  Christ.  A  lot  of  our  social  and 
school  activities  have  gotten  lost  in 
the  foggy  recesses  of  my  fading 
memory,  but  that's  something  not 
casually  forgotten  among  friends. 

.  Also  not  forgotten  are  the  lessons 
about  our  Heavenly  Father  that 
together  we  learned  at  the  feet  of 
long  suffering  Sunday  School  teach¬ 
ers,  Training  Union  directors,  and 
Royal  Ambassadors  leaders.  As  I 
look  back  now,  it  seems  obvious 
that  their  long  suffering  became  even 
longer  as  we  advanced  into  the  years  in 
which  we  confidently  believed  we  knew  so 
much  more  about  life  than  our  elders  — 
the  teen  years. 

Like  tne  young  people  of  today,  our  cul¬ 
ture  exerted  a  strong  influence  on  us.  Like 
the  culture  of  today,  our  culture  sought  in 
every  possible  manner  to  lead  us  away 
from  the  Christian  life.  Some  things  don  t 
change,  but  the  moral  and  spiritual  morass 
created  by  that  culture  does  seem  to  have 
worsened^  greatly  in  the  intervening  years. 

I  can  appreciate  your  confession  that 
you  haven’t  always  lived  a  godly  life  since 
the  time  so  long  ago  when  our  hopes  and 
dreams  for  the  future  took  us  in  separate 
directions.  Living  a  godly  life  is  a  difficult 
feat  in  this  evil  world.  It  grieves  me  to 
report  to  you  that  I  have  also  disgraced  our 
Savior  more  times  than  I  care  to  admit. 


kNAV  VMlFE  AND  X  WANT  TO  WELCOME  VOU  TO 
THE  NEIGHBORHOOD  INVITE  VOU  OVER  FOR 
A  BITE,  WAVE  VOU  JOIN  OUR  CHURCH,  AND 
WATCH  VOUR  LIFE  BLOSSOM/" 


H. 

Jr. 


Don't  beat  yourself  up.  We're  not  perfect, 
just  forgiven. 

That's  one  of  the  greatest  glories  of  the 
Christian  faith,  isn't  it?  The  God  in  which 
we  believe  —  the  all-powerful  Creator  of 
the  Universe  who  abhors  sin  and  demands 
justice  for  the  destruction  it  causes  —  is 
also  the  Father  who  offers  forgiveness  for 
our  unforgivable  sins  through  his  Son, 
Jesus  Christ. 

I  rejoice  that  you  have  returned  to  your 
faith  and  immersed  yourself  so  deeply  in 
the  life  of  your  church.  As  far  as  we  may 
have  strayed,  we  always  knew  the  road 
back  home,  didn't  we?  As  much  as  we  fool¬ 
ishly  fought  the  truth,  we  always  knew  it 
wasn't  going  to  change,  didn't  we? 

I  believe  that's  because  of  the  unshak¬ 
able  foundation  established  so  early  in  our 
lives  by  the  people  in  our  church  who 
hung  in  there  and  loved  and  taught  us 
when  we  were  auite  unlovable  and  virtu¬ 


ally  unteachable  —  and  also  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptists  we  never  knew  by 
name  wno  gave  so  sacrificially  to  staff  and 
maintain  Camp  Kittiwake,  Gulfshore 
Assembly,  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
Night,  and  so  many  other  places  and 
events  that  changed  our  lives  forever. 

I  am  who  1  am,  and  you  are  who  you  are, 
thanks  in  large  part  to  those  faithful  people. 
It's  a  wonderful  testimony  that  can  be 
repeated  an  uncountable  number  of  times 
across  this  state,  this  nation,  and  this  world. 

As  proud  as  I  am  to  have  crouched  shoul- 
der-to-shoulder  with  you  on  the  line  of  our 
high-school  football  team,  as  proud  as  I  am  to 
have  been  on  the  same  all-star  baseball  team, 
as  proud  as  I  am  to  have  attended  Boy's  State 
with  you  —  nothing  of  this  world  will  ever 
compare  to  the  honor  of  referring  to  you  as 
my  brother  in  Christ  for  all  eternity. 

There  are  a  lot  of  people  to  thank  for  that, 
and  I  praise  God  for  every  one  of  them. 
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ecently  I  vacationed  at 
my  in-laws  in  Virginia, 
where  I  watched  a  fair  amount 
of  Christian  television.  Many  of 
the  programs  were  interesting, 
but  1  became  bothered  by  a 
common  theme  voiced  by  sev¬ 
eral  speakers:  America  is  living 
on  borrowed  time,  our  society 
has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
Evil  One,  and  Jesus  must  come 
back  for  us  because  we  are  the 
only  faithful  ones  left.  It's  as  if 
they  were  saying,  "God,  vou 
know  that  we  alone  are  faithful 
and  they  are  trying  to  eradicate 
us.  What  will  you  do  without 
us?  You  might  as  well  come 
back  down  here  and  get  us." 

Certainly  Christians  have 
much  to  worry  us  in  the  world 
around  us.  A  quick  reading  of 
any  newspaper  or  surfing  of 
television  channels  is  enough  to 
stir  depression  within  even  the 
most  optimistic  of  us,  but  the 
defeatist  attitude  that  is  so  evi¬ 
dent  in  much  Christian  think¬ 
ing  is,  if  1  may  say  so,  at  best 
egocentric  and  at  worst  heresy! 

Recently,  1  read  in  1  Kings  19 
where  Elijah  goes  into  the 


wilderness  and  complains  to 
God  that  he,  Elijah,  alone  is 
faithful.  In  verses  9-18,  God 
forces  Elijah  to  listen  for  his 
voice,  and  in  that  voice  Elijah 
hears  a  renewed  call  and  the 
promise  that  help  is  on  the  way 
in  the  person  of  Elisha  and 
7, (XX)  other  faithful  believers. 

As  a  teacher  of  college  stu¬ 
dents,  I  must  look  at  that  pas¬ 
sage  and  rejoice  that  God  is 
raising  up  a  generation  of 
Elishas.  USA  Today  and  CNN 
may  not  mention  it,  but  God  is 
moving  mightily  among  our 
voung  people.  Could  you 
believe  ail  of  those  college  stu¬ 
dents  whose  pictures  were  in 


the  center-page  pullout  a  few 
weeks  ago  in  The  Baptist 
Record.  Tnese  students  are  vol¬ 
unteering  their  summers  with 
very  little  remuneration  learn¬ 
ing  how  to  minister  in  local 
churches  all  over  our  world. 
Did  you  know  that  the  Baptist 
Student  Union  chapters  at  sev¬ 
eral  of  our  Mississippi  public 
universities  are  the  largest  stu¬ 
dent  organizations  on  campus? 
(larger  than  the  Young 
Politicians  or  the  Greek  frater¬ 
nities!)  At  Mississippi  College, 
we  often  run  400  in  the  weekly 
BSU  gathering.  My  Sunday 
School  class  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  has  over  200  students 


attending  on  some  Sundays. 
When  I  look  into  their  faces  on 
Sunday  mornings  and  see  them 
taking  notes  and  praying  so 
earnestly  for  God's  movement 
in  their  lives,  I  can't  help  but 
get  excited  about  the  future  for 
our  nation. 

The  Gospel  calls  us  to  look  at 
a  world  in  crisis  and  rejoice 
that,  in  fact,  the  fields  are  white 
unto  harvest.  God  always  has  a 
task  for  us,  and  while  our 
understanding  of  the  specifics 
of  that  task  mav  change,  the 
central  goal  of  that  task  never 
changes.  We  are  to  change 
hearts,  souls,  minds,  and  lives 
with  the  love  of  Christ. 

If  we  will  seek  out  God's 
young  Elishas,  we  can  pass  our 
mantles  to  them  through 
prayer,  mentoring,  and  encour¬ 
agement.  When  we  do,  we  will 
find  that  God  has  many  glori¬ 
ous  davs  ahead  for  all  of  us. 


Fant  is  chair  of  the  English 
Department  at  Mississippi  College 
in  Clinton.  Mississippi  College  is 
affiliated  with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention. 
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WMU  dedicates  pair  of  Habitat  houses 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


;s  on  the  open  to  each  one  of  you,"  said  and  the  men  and  women  who 

r  16-18  in  Georgia  McGee,  owner  of  the  worked  on  the  houses, 

roduced  34  Magnolia  Street  home.  "I  am  Lambdin  indicated  that  the 
not  just  saying  that  to  be  nice,  I  Jackson  HH  affiliate  is  one  of  the 
individuals  mean  it.  When  you  come  to  most  effective  in  the  United 
risions,  with  Jackson,  you  have  a  place  States.  "We  have  built  over  160 
Iso  recorded,  where  you  can  stay."  houses.  This  is  a  significant 

- r  - ,  There  were  two  sur-  movement  toward  the  elimina- 

prises  at  the  dedication  tion  of  substandard  housing  in 
,  services.  Harry  Lamb-  the  Jackson  Metro  area,"  he  said. 

|  m/tt  f  president  of  HH  "I  would  especially  like  to 

i, Metro  Jackson,  Inc.,  thank  WMU  —  Kay  Cassibry 
\  ^^B  revealed  that  the  and  Rebecca  Williams  —  for 

^>,*1  B  Jackson  Habitat  affili-  pulling  all  of  this  together. 

'  ate  tithes  the  $100  fee  There  have  been  people  here 
B*  workers  pay  to  be  part  from  Ala.,  Ga.,  Tenn.,  Ill.,  Ark., 

of  a  project.  Texas,  Mass.,  and  Fla.;  as  well 

®  "Not  only  do  those  as  Miss." 

funds  go  toward  build- 
ing  houses  here,  but  we 

L  send  10%  to  HH  ^ 

^ International,  designat- 
to  Honduras. 

didn't  just,  build  twaL  ^  f 
IE  —  Harry  Lambdin  houses  this  week,  you 
of  the  Habitat  for  helped  build  four  hous- 
ckson  affiliate,  presents  es/'  he  said  to  the 
idison,  on  the  porch  of  applause  of  the  work- 

‘  Habitat  ers  and  others  gathered  In  conjunction  with  the 
at  the  dedication.  WMU/Habitat  project,  the 

-  The  second  surprise  Jackson  Junior  League  operated 

was  revealed  by  Tammy  a  week-long  health  clinic  at 
Anderson,  special  project  con-  their  new  community  center 
sultant  for  Mississippi  WMU.  opened  as  part  of  their  five- 
Calling  both  home  owners  year  commitment  to  West  Park, 
forward,  Anderson  said,  "We  There  was  also  a  clinic  pro¬ 
found  out  the  houses  are  not  air  vided  for  area  residents  dealing 
conditioned.  This  certificate  is  with  everyday  legal  issues. 


Twin  dedication  services 
were  held  July  17  by  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  (WMU)  and  Habitat  for 
Humanity  (HH)  in  the  West 
Park  neighborhood  of  Jackson, 
culminating  a  week-long  build¬ 
ing  blitz  and  multiple  ministry 
efforts  billed  as  "Building  West 
Park  With  Love." 

The  building  blitz  was  part 
of  a  national  WMU/HH  project 
to  build  eight  houses.  . 

In  addition  to  the  building 
project,  WMU  sponsored  a 
variety  of"  ministry  projects 
throughout  the  West  Park  area 
and  coordinated  with  other 
organizations  to  provide  addi¬ 
tional  services. 

"We  said  from  the  beginning 
we  were  not  only  building  two 
houses,  but  we  were  building 
the  Kingdom  of  God,"  saia 
Rebecca  Williams  of  Gautier, 

Mississippi  WMU  president. 

Sports  camps  featuring  bas¬ 
ketball,  soccer,  and  tennis 
enrolled  over  270  children  and  "This  has  to  be,  by  far,  one  of 
produced  19  professions  of  faith,  the  most  exciting  projects  in 

Teams  going  door-to-door  which  WMU  has  ever  been 
delivered  1,130  bags  with  Bibles  involved,"  said  Kay  Cas-sibry, 


e  World  ^ 

The 
Second 
Front  Page 


Published  Since  1877 


B-  B  owners  for  the  conditioning 

yif  ^  fl  two  houses  when  your 

9Hh3^^  ■  worked  side-by-  house  is  ready, 

BBOBF  I  side  all  week  presented  to 

j  with  volunteer  you  on  behalf 
I  .  —  '  I  builders  from  of  the  work- 

i  ^  ^ J  in-state  and  out-  ers." 

I  f  of-state.  As  the 

§  I  "When  I  met  workers 

L  I  you  on  Sunday,  a  p  p  a  u  d  e  d  , 

^ met  McGee  began 

MO^NG  IN  - Harry  Lambdin  (right)  presi-  know  &  you'^as  S^adL 
df?'  ,of  nab'ta  for  Humanity  s  metro  ^ckson  friends/  said  son  finally 

affiliate,  presents  a  Bible  to  Georgia  McGee  on  Delois  Madison,  shared  tears 

the  porch  of  her  new  home  built  by  WMU  and  th  f  th  • 

Habitat  volunteers.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White)  bome  buil/  «n  YThe  money 

Fourth  Street.  for  the  air  con- 

and  saw  34  professions  of  faith.  "I  thank  the  good  Lord  for  d  i  t  i  o  n  i  n  g 
Eleven  churches  involving  you  and  all  you  have  done.  I  units  came 
almost  200  youth  and  adults  am  going  to  save  my  tears  for  from  area 
conducted  10  Backyard  Bible  later,  but  you  can  be  sure  I  am  churches,  an 
Clubs  that  enrolled  490  children  going  to  cry,"  Madison  added.  anonymous 
and  saw  17  professions  of  faith.  "My  door  will  always  be  benefactor. 


PRAYER  PAUSE 
Volunteers  at  one  of  the  hous 
es  built  by  Mississippi  WMl 
and  Habitat  for  Humanity  join 
in  the  Lord's  Prayer  during 
dedication  services  on  July  1 7. 
(Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


SBC  CP  records  dip 


Miss.  CP  shows  increase 

total  of  $2,503,606  through  the 


Mississippi  Baptists  gave  a  total  of  $2,503,606  through  the 
Mississippi  cooperative  Program  (CP)  in  June,  according  to  Jim 
Futral,  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  which  distributes  the  funds. 

The  June  amount  —  second  highest  for  the  calendar  year 
behind  January's  $2,532,271  —  brings  1999  total  Mississippi 
Cooperative  Program  giving  to  $14,103,745.  The  six-month  total 
for  this  year  is  $950,363,  or  7.23%,  more  than  the  amount  given 
in  the  same  period  of  1998. 

Also,  the  January-June  total  is  $799,800,  or  slightly  over  6%, 
more  than  the  pro  rata  budget  calls  for.  The  pro  rat a  budget  is 
figured  by  taking  the  total  1999  Mississippi  Cooperative 
Program  budget  of  $26,607,890,  dividing  by  12,  and  multiplying 
by  the  number  of  months  elapsed. 

The  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program  helps  fund  such  pro- 

Srams  as  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Night  July  23-24  in  the 
lississippi  Coliseum  in  Jackson;  the  Mississippi  Acteens 
Convention  July  23-25  at  Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson;  and  the 
1999  Growing  Churches  Conferences  July  29-31  and  August  6-7 
at  Gulfshorc  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Southerp  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  receipts  for  June  were  down 
more  than  13%  while  the  fiscal  year's  total  remained  up  nearly  6% 
compared  to  a  year  ago,  according  to  Morris  H.  Chapman,  presi¬ 
dent  and  chief  executive  officer  or  the  SBC  Executive  Committee. 

For  June  1999,  CP  receipts  totaled  $13,033,978  compared  to 
June  1998  of  $15,052,870,  a  decrease  of  $2,018,892  or  13.41%.  For 
the  SBC  fiscal  year,  October  through  June,  CP  gifts  totaled 
$125,813,026  compared  to  the  previous  years  total  of 


$125,813,026  compared  to  the  previous  year  s  total  of 
$119,129,676,  an  increase  of  $6,683,350  or  5.61%. 

Designated  gifts  for  the  month  of  June  totaled  $14,603,670 
compared  to  the  same  month  in  1998  of  $14,824,922,  a  decrease 
of  $221,252  or  1.49%.  For  the  year  to  date,  designated  gifts  total 
$138,919,559  compared  to"  the  previous  year's  total  of 
$137,598,745,  an  increase  of  $1,320,814  or  .96%. 

For  the  SBC's  Cooperative  Program  Allocation  Budget,  the 
June  CP  receipts  exceeded  the  required  budget  monthly  Dudget 
figure  —  $12,917,143  —  by  more  than  $116,834  or  .90%.  For  tne 
budget  year  to  date,  the  required  amount  of  $116,254,292  was 
exceeded  by  more  than  $9.5  million  or  8.22%. 
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Baptist  father  risks  custody  in  morals  fight 

By  Don  Hinkle  Union  (ACLU)  in  February  and  refused  to  Alexander,  pastor  of  the  1,700-membt 


Claude  H. 
Fortenberry 
dies  July  3 


Claude  Henry  Fortenberry, 
former  pastor,  died  July  3. 
Funeral  services  were  held 
July  6  at  Pine  Grove  Church 
in  Ellisville. 

During  the  55  years  of  his 
ministry 

since  age  14. 

Fortenberry  I 

has  pastured  Bp  J 

churches  in  jgKS 

La.,  Ala.,  1H 

Calif.,  and 

Miss. 

Churches  [  $j 

served  in 

Mississippi  c  .  , 

include  Ce-  Fortenberry 

dar  Grove,  Edna,  and  Antioch 
in  Marion  County;  Tillabota, 
Farmhaven,  Society  Hill, 
Kreole,  Pine  Grove,  and  Ovett 
in  Jones  County;  Ora  and  Sand 
Hill  in  Greene  County. 

Fortenberry  helped  orga¬ 
nize  Casas  Adobes  Baptist 
Church,  Tuscon,  Ariz.,  which 
now  numbers  over  6,000  in 
membership.  He  also  was  a 
trustee  of  the  Nikolai 

Foundation,  the  parent  orga¬ 
nization  of  the  Odessa 
Seminary,  Odessa,  Ukraine. 

Survivors  include  his  wife 
Margaret  Ann  Jordan 

Fortenberry;  daughter,  Judv 
Ann  Anderson;  son,  Cliff 
Fortenberry;  grandchildren, 
Lindsayann  Anderson  and 
Elizabeth  and  Ryan 

Fortenberry;  brother,  Robert 
Fortenberry;  and  mother,  Kertie 
Oneal  Hobgood  Fortenberry'. 

Memorial  gifts  may  be  sent 
to  the  Communication 
Department  at  Mississippi 
College  for  the  Claude  Henry 
Fortenberry  scholarship 
award  to  be  presented  at  the 
annual  Honors  Day  program. 


Mississippi  WMU  celebrates  first  CWJC  graduates 


y  Debbie  Sills 

ississippi  WMU 


ary  Union  (WMU),  held  their 
first  graduation  ceremony  in 
Tupelo  on  June  10. 

The  Northeast  Mississippi  Tina  Floyd  and  Mable 
Christian  Women's  Job  Corp  Kinermon,  both  of  Tupelo  are  the 
(NE-CWJC),  a  ministry  of  first  graduates  of  the  program. 
Mississippi  Woman's  Mission-  Program  ] 


emergency  medical  technician,  "It  is  more  than  a  job  train 
experienced  health  problems  ing  program,  it  means  friend 
which  prevent  her  from  lifting  ship,  support,  and  everything,' 
anything  over  15  pounds.  She  she  said, 
had  difficulty  securing  a  job  CWJC  was  developed  as  £ 
w  that  would  not  interfere  with  ministry  of  national  WMU  ir 

Program  personalities  her  health.  Kinermon  learned  1993,  with  national  WMU  staf 

■  included  Ralph  of  the  ten-week  CWJC  program  members  interacting  witf 

Cain,  director  of  through  her  roommate.  impoverished  women, 

outreach  for  Lee  "To  me,  CWJC  means  life,  liv-  Staff  members  saw  firs 
Association  in  ing,  love,  sharing,  and  open  hand  how  these  women  hac 

Tupelo;  Julie  doors.  When  you  can't  find  work  been  led  to  develop  program; 

Busby,  project  and  have  all  these  bills  to  pay,  that  helped  women  cnangt 

coordinator;  you  get  depressed,  but  coming  their  situations  and  helpec 
Trudy  Johnson,  here  to  C\VJC  gives  you  hope,  them  break  the  poverty  cycle. 
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Largest  journeymen's  class  commissioned 


ALEXANDRIA,  Va.  (BP)  —  In  one  of  the 
largest  journeyman  commissioning  ser¬ 
vices  yet,  114  college  graduates  accepted  a 
challenge  from  the  Southern  Baptist 
International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  to  take 
their  callings  and  talents  across  the  world 
to  spread  the  Gospel. 

Located  near  the  sprawling  national 
capital  and  historic  home  of  the  IMB  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  First  Church  in  Alexandria, 
Va.,  was  filled  to  capacity  for  the  June  27 
commissioning  service. 

"Who  knows  what  God's  aim  is  for  you?" 
said  Avery  Willis,  senior  vice  president  of 
IMB  overseas  operations  in  the  charge  to  the 
journeymen.  "He's  claimed  you,  he  has  a 
name  for  you,  and  he's  going  to  reclaim  you 
so  you  can  proclaim  his  name." 

Willis  exhorted  the  journeymen  to 
remember  the  Apostle  Peter,  whom  Jesus 
used  in  spite  of  Peter's  failures.  In  times  of 
discouragement  or 


of  my  life,  but  1  wouldn't  trade  it  for  any¬ 
thing,"  he  said.  "A  fascination  for  missions 
just  began  to  grow  in  my  heart.  ...  It  has 
become  my  heart's  desire." 

Darnell,  who  pulled  out  of  seminary 
temporarily  to  become  a  journeyman, 

Rians  to  serve  in  refugee  camps  in  the 
letherlands. 

"Refugees  are  dying  for  friendship,"  he 
said.  "It's  hard  for  Americans  to  under¬ 
stand  because  there  are  no  refugee  camps 
here.  You  can  see  it  in  their  eyes.  They  re 
begging  for  hope  and  a  different  life  tnan 
the  one  they  just  left." 

Not  all  journeymen  had  been  expecting 
God's  call,  including  two  who  will  serve  as 
strategy  coordinator  interns  in  Asia. 

"It  was  a  lot  of  breaking  of  myself  and 
breaking  of  my  will,"  said  one  journeyman, 
while  another  said,  "God  changed  my  heart 
and  my  desire  for  the  area.  He  has  been 


Robert  Shehane,  who  helps  coordinate 
journeyman  orientation,  said  the  new 
workers  are  going  more  places  and  doing 
more  direct  missions  than  ever  before.  "We 
have  all  sorts  of  very  creative  ways  in 
which  journeymen  go  into  restricted-access 
countries  as  teachers,  agriculturists,  lan¬ 
guage  students,  and  more,"  he  said. 

These  "Indiana  Jones"  assignments,  as 
Shehane  called  them,  have  opened  doors 
for  evangelism  overseas. 

"Journeymen  are  going  to  continue  to 
perform  more  front-line  missions  assign¬ 
ments,"  he  said. 


personal  shortcoming  faithful  to  show  me  his  hand  in  all  of  it. 


on  the  field,  God  can  still  use  a  faithful  wit 


These  and  several  other 


journeymen 

ness,  he  said.  cannot  be  identified  because  they  will  be 

"We'll  be  surprised  afresh  how  God  serving  in  areas  that  are  not  open  to 
reclaims  us,"  he  said.  Christian  witness. 

All  114  journeymen  circled  the  sanctu-  Journeymen  are  commissioned  twice  a 
ary  singing  "Song  for  the  Nations"  as  the  year  following  a  four-week  orientation  at 
closing  nymn,  and  the  congregation  joined  the  board's  Missionary  Learning  Center  in 
hands  for  the  prayer  of  dedication  and  Rockville,  Va.,  where  they  study  cross-cul- 
benediction.  tural  relations  and  spiritually  and  emotion- 

Rob  Darnell,  from  Raleigh,  N.C.,  said  he  ally  prepare  for  their  departure.  Most  of 
became  interested  in  missions  after  a  pro-  them  will  be  leaving  for  their  overseas 
ject  in  Africa.  "It  was  the  hardest  six  weeks  assignments  in  the  next  few  weeks. 


JOURNEYMEN  COMMIS¬ 
SIONED  —  In  one  of  the  largest 
journeyman  commissioning 
services  yet,  1 1 4  college  gradu¬ 
ates  accepted  a  challenge  from 
Avery  Willis  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  International  Mission 
Board  to  take  their  callings  and 
talents  across  the  world  to 
spread  the  gospel.  (Photo  by 
Suzanna  Saadi) 


Swimming  in  Circles 


One  morning  during  the 
spring  a  friend  was  out  on  a 
lake  fishing.  He  spotted  a  moth¬ 
er  duck  with  her  ducklings  out 
for  a  "morning  paddle."  All  of 
them  seemed  to  be  fine,  but 
after  a  while  he  noticed  that  one 
of  them  had  a  problem.  One  of 
the  baby  ducks  seemed  to  have 
been  bom  with  a  deficiency  —  a 
deformity»  and  try  as  it  might, 
all  the  duckling  could  do  was 
swim  in  a  circle. 

Maternal  instincts  were  cer-  protect  the  poor,  weak  little 
tainly  at  work,  for  the  mother  duckling.  Unable  to  do  every- 
stayed  close  by  to  guard  and  thing  for  all  of  them,  in  time 
try  to  guide  the  little  duckling,  she  was  unable  to  take  care  of 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


but  all  of  her  efforts  were  not  the  deficient  duckling,  so  she  rected  Jesus.  E 
enough.  She  was  torn  between  swam  aw'ay.  paddled  in  thi 

taking  care  of  the  rest  of  her  Now  entered  the  apparent  disbelief  and 
brood  and  staying  there  to  hero  —  my  fisherman  friend.  "When  I  see 

He  boated  out  to  where  the  lit-  nails  in  his  h< 
tie  duckling  was  and  began  to  can  put  my  h 
make  mental  arrangements  for  in  his  side,  I  w 
the  duck's  future.  He  began  to  Try  as  they 
think  of  veterinarians  or  friends  not  get  Thom 
who  might  take  in  the  duck,  or  or  to  join  in  t 
maybe  ne  could  even  keep  it  take  a  great  d< 
himself  and  try  to  feed,  protect,  and  it  alway 
and  raise  the  little  duckling.  take  a  might! 

Such  optimistic  dreams  were  specific  and  fi 
not  to  be.  He  could  not,  and  oth-  lation  from  Jt 
ers  either  could  or  would  not,  we  like  it  or  i 
take  on  a  deficient  and  physical-  accept  it  or  no 
ly  deformed,  several-hours-old  We  live  in 
duckling  and  try  to  raise  it.  Whatever  goe 

In  time,  he  could  only  do  got  to  be  son 
what  the  mama  duck  dicf  and  push,  some  | 
that  was  to  leave  it  alone  hop-  some  decision 
ing  that  maybe  something  that  will  chan; 
miraculous  would  take  place.  life  will  come 
In  time  he  had  to  leave,  for  like  and  everythin 
the  mother  duck,  he  had  other  That  is  a 
responsibilities  that  were  calling  modem  think 
for  his  attention.  He  drove  away  is  that  everyo 


missions 


Juanita  Schilling  (right),  secretary  for  Mississippi 
Association  in  Liberty,  hands  her  boarding  pass  to  Delta 
Airlines  ticket  agent  Elizabeth  Wright  on  June  16  at  the  Jackson 
International  Airport ,  as  she  begins  the  first  leg  of  a  ten-day 
mission  trip  that  will  take  her  to  Ukraine  along  with  21  other 
Mississippi  Baptists.  Ukraininan  and  Mississippi  Baptists  are  in 
the  initial  year  of  a  three-year  partnership  missions  project. 


(Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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Names  in  the  News 


Waldo,  Hayes,  and  McGregor 

Staff  changes 

Derma  Church,  Derma,  has 
called  Chris  Aldridge  as  pastor 
effective  June  21.  A  native  of 
Tupelo,  Aldridge  received  his 
education  at  Blue  Mountain 
College,  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  and  Midwestern 
Seminary.  He  previously 
served  as  pastor  of  New  Hope 
Church,  Amory. 

Pine  Grove,  Picayune,  has 
called  Hal  Clark  as  minister  of 
students  effective  June  6.  A 
native  of  McComb,  Clark  is  a 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College 
and  is  presently  enrolled  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


1  800  654  1  294 

Jackson  MS  601-957-3844 


Jeffrey  D.  Waldo  and  Terrell 
McGregor,  honor  students, 
recently  received  master  of  the¬ 
ology  degrees  at  Andersonville 
Baptist 
Seminary, 
Camilla,  Ga. 
Waldo,  of 

Randolph,  is 
pastor  of 

Midway 
Church, 
Pontotoc 
Association. 
McGregor,  also 
of  Randolph,  is 
pastor  of 

Brewer  Church, 
Lee  Association. 

Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Waldo;  Jimmy  L. 
Hayes,  president  of  the  semi¬ 
nary;  and  McGregor. 


Lee,  Pittman,  and  McElveen 

J.  C.  Pittman  (center),  88, 
was  honored  on  June  13  by  the 
members  of  Union  Church, 
Tylertown,  for  his  service  as 
deacon.  He  retired  from  active 
service  after  attaining  the  age  of 
88.  He  has  also  served  as 
Sunday  School  director, 
Sunday  School  teacher,  dea¬ 
con,  and  chairman  of  the 
building  and  grounds  com¬ 
mittee.  Pittman  served  as  a 
deacon  in  13  of  the  14 
churches  of  which  he  had 
been  a  member.  He  has 
served  as  a  deacon  for  65 
years.  Pictured  with  Pittman 
is  Douglas  Lee  (left),  interim 
pastor  and  Jerry  McElveen 
(right),  chairman  of  deacons. 


Jordan  White,  a  student 
at  Southwestern  Seminary, 
was  recently  licensed  to  the 
Friendship  Church,  Grenada,  ministry  by  First  Church, 
licensed  Curt  Liles  (left)  and  Adam  Water  Valley.  Pictured  (from 
Blair  (right)  to  the  ministry.  Both  are  left)  are  Randy  Bain,  pastor; 
juniors  at  Mississippi  College.  and  White. 


Jimmy  Sellers 

is  available  for 
supply,  interim,  or 
bivocational  pas¬ 
torate.  He  can  be 
contacted  at  157 
Padgett  Rd., 
Magee,  MS  39111, 
by  calling  (601) 
849-9466,  or  by 
contacting  Farris 
Smith,  director  of 
missions, 
Simpson 
Association. 


Crowder  Church,  Crowder, 

honored  James  Ray  Waller  as 
Deacon  Emeritus  in  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  dedicated  years  of  ser¬ 
vice,  on  May  23.  Pictured  with 
Waller  is  Ben  James,  pastor. 


The  Joneses 

Kenneth  Jones  was  honored 
at  a  reception  for  his  retirement 
at  Ephesus  Church,  Scott 
County,  on  June  27.  Beginning 
his  ministry  at  Ephesus  Church 
in  1955,  he  served  there  for  five 
years.  Jones  returned  to 
Ephesus  Church  in  1970  and 
has  served  there  for  the  past  29 
years.  He  also  pastored 
Hebron,  Lauderdale  County; 
Calvary,  Warren  County;  and 
New  Ireland,  Newton  County- 
Jones  is  available  for  suppfy 
and  can  be  contacted  at  (601) 
469-3795  or  3495  Ephesus  Road, 
Forest  MS  39074.  Pictured  w  ith 
Jones  is  his  wife  Thenetia. 


Parkway,  Morton:  Aug.  29; 
11  a.m.;  dinner  on  grounds  at 
noon;  1:30  p.m.  singing;  Jr. 
Richie,  Pontotoc,  guest  speaker; 
James  Pender,  pastor. 

Magee's  Creek,  Jayess:  Aug. 
8;  Farris  Smith,  speaker;  after¬ 
noon  singing,  Benny  Graves 
and  the  Graves  Sisters. 

Femwood,  Gulfport:  Aug.  8; 
11  a.m.;  dinner  served  follow¬ 
ing  services  Dan  Springfield, 
speaker;  Sandi  Springfield  will 

g resent  concert  following  meal; 
obby  Morton,  pastor. 

Tomnolen  (Webster):  Aug. 
I ;  starting  at  10  a.m.;  lunch  will 
be  served;  I  B  Rowe,  pastor. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Bogue  Chitto: 

Aug.  1;  H  a.m.;  dinner  in  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  at  noon;  1:30  p.m. 


Homecomings 


singing;  John  Smith, 
Brookhaven,  guest  speaker; 
Floyd  F.  Higginbotham,  pastor 

Hurley  ,  Hurley:  July  25; 
Kenna  Bvrd,  guest  speaker; 
Breaux  Tageant,  pastor.  For 
further  information,  call  (228) 
588-3435 


MS  Positions  Available 


BI  VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  Of  MUSK 

is  needed  at  Gunter  Road  Baptist  Church. 
Send  resumes  to  Dick  Steadman.  1220 
Gunter  Road,  Florence,  MS  39073.  Call 
601-932-2542  or  601-939-2542. 
PART-TIME  MINISTER  Of  MUSIC  mail 
or  E-mail  resume  to:  Search  Committee, 
Bethel  Baptist  Church,  2153  Bethel  Road, 
Liberty,  MS  39645  or 

oakknoll@telepak.net. 
PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH 
mail  or  E-mail  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  Bethel  Baptist  Church, 
2153  Bethel  Road.  Liberty,  MS  39645 
or  oakknoll@telepak.net. 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 
Send  resume  to:  Music  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Eastwood  Baptist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  466,  Indianola, 
MS  38751.  Call  601-887-4404. 
PART-TIME  MUSIC  MINISTER 
Sunday  is  only  day  of  service  required. 
Out-of-town  applicants  welcomed. 
Weekend  accommodations  will  be 
provided.  Send  resume  to: 
Providence  Baptist  Church,  c/o  Nina 
Taylor,  301  Favette  Davis  Avenue, 
Cleveland,  MS  38732. 


County  Line,  Dossville, 
(Attala):  July  25;  11  a.m.;  meal  in 
fellowship  hall  at  noon;  Kenny 
Culpepper,  Ridgeland,  guest 
speaker;  Mark  rilgrim,  pastor. 


Bain  and  White 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  rip  code,  and  phone 
number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED. 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  & 
ALA.  1-800-830-0583. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS 

Featuring  6  to  1  5  passenger  vans, 
customized  and  panel  vans. 
Daily  and  weekly  rates.  Auto  & 
Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601)  948- 
3391.  Since  1965. 

CHURCH  RETREAT  OPEN  YEAR 
ROUND.  Panama  City  Beach,  Florida. 
Choice  dates  available  this  summer. 
Reasonable  rates,  modern  dorm  facili¬ 
ties,  300  ft.  from  Gulf  of  Mexico.  A 
ministry  of  First  Baptist  Church  1-850- 
234-0488  for  details.  Website: 
www.fbcpcb.com  E-mail  address: 
fbcpcb@panacom.com. 

SUMMER  VACATION  HOUSE  avail 
able  to  Christian  families,  weekly  rate 
savings.  3  BR  on  Panama  City  Beach, 
1/2  block  from  Gulf.  For  details  call 
First  Baptist  Church  Panama  City 
Beach,  Florida.  1-850-234- 

()488.Website:  www.flxrpcb.com  E- 

mail  address:  fbcpcb@pana^om.com. 
FULL-TIME  PASTORATE  AVAILABLE. 
Send  resume  to  South  Lake  Charles 
Baptist  Church,  Attention:  Pastor 
Search  Committee,  4505  Lake  Street, 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70605. 


CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 
BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  sleeps  6. 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  night  free  or  stay  5 
nights  and  2  nights  free.  Free  in  house 
coffee  and  tea.  Free  dinner  tickets  for 
stays  on  birthdays  or  anniversaries, 
$100.00  daily.  Register  for  free  return 
trip  and  3  king  quilts.  601-746-4632. 
ALASKA  CRUISE  WITH  DR. 
CHARLES  STANLEY  for  July  11-  18, 
2000.  Deadline  August  1,  1999. 
Call  Rev.  Jon  Nichols  at  (601) 

939-2975  for  details. 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Outdoor  paint¬ 
ball  games!  Year-round!  10  years 
experience.  Book  yours  today! -Curry 
Creek  Outdoors,  1161  Old  Hwy  49, 
Seminary,  MS  39479, 

(601)  722-9000. 

FLORIDA  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S 
HOME  —  Tallahassee  needs  a  husband- 
wife  team  to  be  primary  residential  staff 
for  the  Rirls  home.  Excellent  salary/ben¬ 
efits.  Work  for  2  weeks  on  duty,  1  week 
off.  Come  minister  in  the  lives  of  chil¬ 
dren!  Call  Pam  at  t -850-878- 1458. 

WE  ARE  RENOVATING!!  Sanctuary 
furniture  must  go!  Please 
call  228-475-6660. 


CHOIR  DIRECTOR  NEEDED:  Full  -time 
position  available  at  Baddour  Center, 
Senatobia,  Mississippi,  for  director  of 
renowned  22-member  traveling  choir, 
The  Miracles.  Baddour  Center  is  a 
Christian  ministry  to  adults  with  mild 
and  moderate  mental  retardation. 
Contact  Gena  Lott,  662-562-9666,  ext 
301,  or  fax  662-562-6979, 

SMALL  CHURCH  NEEDS  ONE  MILLION 
Campbell's  labels  for  van  used  with 
Spanish  and  Ethiopian  Missions  plus  Youth 
and  Seniors.  Send  to:  Wellswood  Baptist 
Church,  5101  North  Rome  Avenue, 

Tampa,  FL  33603^ _ 

FOR  SALE:  1993  Metrotrams  Mini-Bus, 
25  passenger  -  Rear  and  front  A/C  -  Ford 
460  EFT  Engine,  $25,000  -  Mileage 
90,000.  Phone  601-763-7571. 
CFiURCHPAGES.COM  —  Now  with 
new  QuickStart.  Your  church,  whether 
large  or  small,  can  now  have  a  website. 
Easy  templated  pages,  lust  need  your 
church's  information.  We  create,  main¬ 
tain,  and  update  site  for  you.  Only  $  1 00 
one  time  setup,  plus  $15  per  month 
maintenance.  A  ministry  service  of  Paul  & 
Carla  Mason,  ..."to  help  create  a  larger 
presence  for  tlx-  Lord  cm  the  Internet." 
Go  to  www.churchpages.com  to  see,  or 
call  (601)  373-5300. 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  t  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


Matthew  1 0:27  NAS 


July  22,  1999 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication. 


A  way  for  hurried  families 
to  find  significance 
by  discovering  and  living 
God's  purpose  for  their 
families. 


FAMILIES  MAKING  A  DIFFERENCE 


LOCATIONS 

August  16  (Monday)  FBC,  Batesville,  (601)  563-7655 

August  17  (Tuesday)  FBC,  Columbus,  (601)  323-3915 

August  30  (Monday)  FBC,  Laurel,  (601)  649-5710 

August  31  (Tuesday)  McLaurin  Heights  BC,  Pearl 

(601)939-3379 

SCHEDULE 

6:30  p.m.  Supper  (free)  RSVP  to  host  churches 

7:15  p.m.  Presentation-Family  to  Family 
8:30  p.m.  Adjourn 


PURPOSE 

To  inspire  and  equip  families  to  be  on  mission  through  sharing  their 

Christian  faith. 

FELT  NEEDS  ADDRESSED 

•  Families  are  stressed  and  hurried-they  long  for  meaningful 
time  together. 

•  Families  lack  a  sense  of  purpose  and 
biblical  significance. 

•  Parents  are  failing  to  pass  the  baton  of  their  faith  in  Christ 
on  to  the  next  generation. 

•  Eighty -eight  percent  of  the  students  who  grow  up  in  evan¬ 
gelical  churches  leave  at  age  18  and  do  not  come  back. 

•  Church  programming  and  family  priorities  often  oppose 
rather  than  complement  one  another. 

PARENTS  WILL  LEARN  HOW  TO 

•  Prioritize  their  lives  to  spend  quantity  and  quality  time 
together 

•  Pass  the  baton  of  faith  in  Christ  on  to  the  next  generation 

•  Reduce  the  stress  of  everyday  family  life 

•  Develop  a  family  mission  statement 

•  Build  relational  bridges  through 
ministering  to  others 

•  Cross  relational  bridges  to  share  their  faith  in  Christ  in  a 
non-threatening  way 

For  more  info,  contact  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department,  MBCB,  (601)968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651  ‘ 


Sponsored  by:  North  American  Mission  Board,  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department,  Evangelism  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
|im  Futral,  Executive  Director-Treasurer 


N 


His  wOl,  desiring  to  be  like  Christ,  and  discovering 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Join  this  trio  for  a 
life-changing  experience! 


Robertson  McQuffldn  -  Follow  as  McQutHdn  leads  you  up  the  spiraf  to 
Spirit-ftlted  life  to  move  you  into  a  d06er  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ 
Discover  how  the  indwelling  power  erf  the  Holy  Spirit  transforms  lives  and 
impacts  your  life  as  a  cfecipte  of  Jesus.  As  a  Christian  our  relationst 
God  and  our  walk  can  make  a  (Sfference  in  this  world. 


Richard  Bladuby  -  Feel  the  warmth  and  personality  as  you  hear  |p 
Blackaby.  You  will  be  encouraged  as  he  shares  how  he  has  refied  on  Gc 
his  spiritual  journey.  Hear  him  reveal  how  God  speaks  and  how  you  tan 
seek,  Snd  and  acooroptsh  the  w#  of  God  for  your  own  Re.  Know  #» 
ness  of  how  Christ,  as  the  head  of  the  body,  can  inspire  spiritual 
in  our  Ives 


Conference  Schedule,  Monday, 
2:00  -  3:00  p.m.  Registration,  Bookstore 
-  3:30  Worship  Music,  Welcome,  I 


Blackaby 


for  Dinner  at  local 


Bookstore  Open 


Worship  Music 


T.W.Hunt 


Worship  Music,  Stand  up  Break 
Robertson  McQuilkin 
Call  for  Commitment 
Conference  Concludes,  Bookstore 

Co-sponsored  by  th 


45-7:45 


G.R.O.W.”  is  based  on  Dr.  Tidwell’s  phenomenally  successful 
.  outreach  approach.  Under  this  proven-effective  plan  church 
n.  members  are  asked  to  commit  just  one  evening  each 
n.  month  to  outreach. ..with  several  different  avenues 
n.  from  which  they  can  choose.  You  will  not  want  to 
/  miss  this  opportunity! 


(  formerly  South  Side  Baptist  Church)  251 1  C  Street 
From  1-20,  take  the  22nd  Ave.  exit,  go  north  on  22nd  Ave.,  turn  left  on 
C  Street,  go  3  blocks  and  church  is  on  the  left. 


n/  Jerry  Tidwell  is  the  pastor  of  West 
Jackson  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  Tenn.  He 
has  a  bachelor  of  science  in  secondary  education  from  the 
University  of  North  Alabama,  a  master  of  divinity  and  doctor  of 
ministry  from  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  The 
churches  he  has  pastored  include:  Gamer  Baptist  Church  in 
Weatherford,  Tex.;  Santo  First  Baptist  Church  in  Santo, Tex.; 
Grace  Baptist  Church  in  Tullahoma,  Tenn. 


Leader:  Jerry  Tidwell 

Author  and  developer  of  Outreach  Teams  That  Win:  G.R.O.  W. 


For  more  info  contact  the  Sunday  School  Department,  MBCB 
(601)968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651 


'Worship  in  the  rhfew  (MiCCennium 

(A  conference  for  ad  worship)  headers 

August  13,  1 999 
( Baptist  ‘Budding,  Jackson 


8:30 

Registration 

9:00 

Welcome 

9:15 

Session  1 

10:30 

Session  II 

11:30 

Session  III 

12:00 

Lunch 

1:00 

Session  IV 

1:45 

Session  V 

2:45 

Session  VI 

3:30 

Open  Forum 

4:00 

Adjourn 

What  is  Really  Essential  in  Worship? 

Planning  for  Worship-Predictable  Routine  or 
Creative  Opportunity? 

What  Church  Musicians  Should  Know  about 
Pastors 

What  Pastors  Should  Know  about  Church 
Musicians 

Workshop  in  Worship  Planning  (working  in  small 
groups) 

Discussion  of  uSample”  Worship  Services 
Avoiding  the  “Worship  Wars” 

Responding  to  the  Day 


Gary  Furr 


State  Worship  Conference  (Registration  (Form 


Name  _ 
Address 
City _ 


Church . 
Position 


State  _  Zip 
_ Phone 


Registration  Fee:  $20  (includes  conference  fee,  book  and  lunch) 
Make  check  payable  to.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Mall  check  and  registration  form  by  August  6  to: 

Church  Music  Department 
Worship  Conference 
P.  O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


Milbum  Price 


July  26-29 
Camp  Garaywa 

Age-Level  and  Special  Interest 
Conferences  Available! 

No  Registration  Fee  Required 
Light  Refreshments  Provided 

Monday 

6  p.m.  -  8:30  p.m. 

Tuesday 

10:00  a.m.  - 12:30  p.m.  & 

6  p.m.  -  8:30  p.m. 

Wednesday 

10:00  a.m.  - 12:30  p.m. 

Thursday 

10:00  a.m.  - 12:30  p.m.  & 

6  p.m.  -  8:30  p.m. 


Watch  for  coming  details  on  the 

Missions  Explosion 
August  20-21 
Camp  Garaywa 


For  more  info  contact  the  WMU  Department,  MBCB 
(601)968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651 


1 999  Growing  Churches  Conferences 

Equipping  Church  Leaders  for  the  21st  Century 

Growing  Churches  Through  Discipleship 

July  29-31 

Seminars  on  total  church  growth  with  an  emphasis  on 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry. 

Growing  Churches  Through  Bible  Study 

August  6-7 


July  Guest  Speaker 

Roy  Edgemon,  director  of 
Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry,  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources 


M  Gordon  and  Donna  Alford,  Seminars  on  total  church  growth  with 

minister  of  music.  First  ,  _  .  °  , 

•vfll  Baptist  Church,  Vandeave  emphasis  on  Sunday  School. 

Both  Growing  Churches  conferences  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  include 

Six  Study  Sessions  led  by  Dynamic  Worship  Services  TeamKlD  Clubs  for  All  Children 

Specialists  •  Special  guest  worship  leaders  for  the  TeamKlD  Clubs  for  Older  Preschoolers 

representing  Discipleship  weekend  include  Roy  Edgemon 

Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry,  Jnd  Cordon  and  Donna  Alfbrd  Demonstration  Ub  School  for  Youngei 

Ciirw-t^x/  wion’c  Mi'nct  ,  •  The  Bible  Study  conference  will  feature  multi-  Preschoolers 

Pastoral  Ministry.  Evangel  WOrSh'P  “***«  Bible  StudV  Youth 

Church  Media  Library,  Each  conference  is  a  presentation  of  the  Family  Time  on  Friday  Afternoons 

Missions  Extension  and  Stewardship.  Fellowship  Time  on  the  Pier  Friday  Evenii 


octrine 

2000 


ssional 
ication 
y  Assistants 
stry  Office 
Shops 

ywa,  Clinton 


PROFESSIONAL 
CERTIFICATION 
August  17-19,1999 

NELL  COLLINS,  certified  church 
secretary  instructor  for  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources,  and  admin¬ 
istrative  assistant.  First  Baptist 
Church,  Longview,  Tex. 

MINISTRY  OFFICE 
SKILLSHOPS 
August  17-19,1999 

GLENDA  SUGGS,  certified  church 
secretary  instructor  foi  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources,  and  ministry 
assistant,  Mt.  Vernon  Baptist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  La. 


Dr.  Roy  T.  Edgemon 

Foundations  of  the  Faith: 

The  Doctrines  Baptists  Believe 

Preview  and  Brunch 
9  a.m.  -  noon 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  January  31,  2000 

Camp  Garaywa  February  1,  2000 

Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  February  3,  2000 


Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department,  MBCB 
601 -968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651 
'■ Helping  to  Bring  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus 


Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530 


For  Baptist  Youth  Night  (klentic  al 
ixogram  as  on  2  Fid), 

Mississippi  Coliseum,  lackson 
(Mississippi  Baptist  Conventkm 
Board);  III  Centrifuge,  Gulfshore 
Assembly  (LifeWay  Christian 
Resources) 


For  Baptist  Youth  Night,  lackson 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board),  Mississippi  Ac  teens 
Conventkxi,  Jackson  (WMU).  A  vil¬ 
lage  chief,  who  has  been  instru¬ 
mental  in  opening  drxrrs  to  many 
Dagaari  regions  in  Burkina  Faso,  is 
(ailing  in  health  Pray  that  God's 
will  Ire  done fnhealing him  so  that 
His  name  writ  be  gtonfrfd 


It  .All  'Ocj>cnbs  On  'Prayer 
'Without  'Prayer,  the  helmet  of  saltation. 
5/n'rit.  Which  is  Qeb  s  'Worb,  ha\7e  no  ftoWer 
to  believe  this  aub  to  helb  fast! 


nth.  anb  the  sWorc  of  the 
on  prayer.  CW ay  Qob  teach  us 
Inf  s KnbreW  iMurray 


For  IV  Centrifuge,  Gulfshore 
Assembly  (lifeWay  Christian 
Resources) .  FYay  for  a  young  man 
and  his  wife  who  have  fled  their  vil¬ 
lage  in  Myanmar  because  of  their 


Rafael  Blanco  is  a  Messenger  of  the 
Word  pasturing  Hendersonville 
Hispanic  Mission,  Hendersonville, 
Tenn.  Pray  that  Hispanic  people  liv¬ 
ing  in  that  area  can  be  reached  for 
Christ. 


For  I  Growing  Churches,  Gulfshore 
Assembly  (Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board),  Church  Media 
Library  Conference,  Gulfshore 
Assembly  (Broadcast  Services),  loin 
the  Owstiansin  Maijtpf  Benin  in 
praying  tori  nejv  dturifi  start  in  the 
village  of  G^rfS  >  V 


Baptist  reps  serving  on  the  Refugee 
Ministry  Team  in  the  Netherlands 
ask  us  to  pray  for  teenagers  who  are 
alone  in  the  Netherlands  with  no 
family.  One  teenage  giri  had  her 
mother  die  vyttgn  site  yyas  a  baby 
and,  withirt  the  pa<  saw  her 

father  kilk-ditfrcanK-  hdyvould  not 
renounce  NfeChndfcwfeith. 


The-  Baptist  Children's  C  entre  minis¬ 
ters  to  orphans  and  street  children  in 
Kenya.  Missionary  (ill  Branyon  asks 
us  to  tom  her  in  praying  as  impor¬ 
tant  decisions  must  he  made  con¬ 
cerning  the yjntinudtiui  of  the  cen¬ 
ter.  Pray  tffet  tHjg  livesiif  these  chil¬ 
dren  will  becKirns  d  and  that  God 
will  use  them  wreath  out  to  others. 


For  (  hurt  h  and  Associational 
Leadership  training,  Camp 
Garaywa  (WMU);  Royal 
Ambassador/Challenger  Camp, 

C  entral  Hills  Retreat  (Men's 
Ministry);  Yi**$  Mimuans  C  amp. 
Blue  Mnurtfain  Cnlejie  IChurrh 
Music).  j/fT 


In  Mari  h,  Rebec  i  a  Boston,  mission 
ary  to  Chile,  requested  prayer  lor  a 
family  that  had  opened  their  home 
for  a  Bible  study  This  family  has 
invited  two  i  ouples  who  are  friends 
of  theirs  to  pmtheryL  Please  pray 
that  these- 1  duple*  will  have  a  spin- 
tual  hunger  antfopenne*  to  study 
the  Bible 


Pray  that  in  their 


new  vill 
faith  in  - 


Mary  Dolvin  works  with  Georgia 
Baptist  literacy  missions  in 
Norcross,  Ga.  Pray  that  more  lead¬ 
ers  will  be  trained  as  literacy  mis¬ 
sions  associates  for  the  WMU 
emphasis  on  •entry,  2000  to  2002. 
Pray  for  thosdaWie  NAMB  who 
will  help  withthgjDeorgia  Baptist 
Literacy  Conference,  October  8-10. 


Missionaries  Mark  and  Debbie 
Fricke  in  Guatemala  City,  ask  us  to 
pray  for  a  teenager  who  accepted 
Christ  in  |ur>e  He  comes  from  a 
gang  situation  and  is  being  perse¬ 
cuted  for  his  beM  in  Christ.  FYay 
that  he  will  stattH  firm  in  his  faith 
and  share  the  with  his  family 

and  former  friends  in  the  gang. 


Pray  for  the  22.2  million  people 
residing  in  North  Korea,  an  area  the 
size  of  Louisiana.  Religious  free¬ 
dom  is  guaranteed  in  the  North 
Korean  Constitution  but  actually 
suppressed  Tbrfn*jor  religion  is 
cult  worship  of  Kim  1 1  -sung  (the 
first  ruler  of  thacoramunist  govern¬ 
ment)  .  Less  that  1%  are  Christians. 


For  Baptist  Building  Staff  Planning 
Week.  Pray  for  the  six  Baptist 
groups  as  they  work  together  in 
establishing  a  model  church  in 
Toronto,  Canada.  The  First  Baptist 
Church,  |ac  ksoct,  sent  a  youth  choir 
and  several  adults  I®  Toronto  in 
May  for  s(xx  lalevangelistk  meet¬ 
ings 


Day  of  Prayer  fry  World  Peace 
(C  hristian  Action  Commission 
Emphasis).  ( JftK  lally  2  (7,,  of  ibe 
populatxxi  in  India  are  (Txislians 
Ixit  the  actual  number  is  much 
higher,  possibly  ajifngh  as  ten  per 
cent.  Pfay  that  Incfe  will  elect  a 
new  govr-mmenl  (kit  values  human 
life  and  religkxis  freedom. 


Take  a  moment  to  send  a  card  to  encourage 
the  children  of  our  missionaries! 


18-82 

MISS  APRIL  SMITH 

Aparado  207,  Huaraz,  PERU 

Parents:  Steve  A  Vidonia  Smith,  General  Evangelism 


2-87 

MISS  LAURA  WEBB 

Azcueraga  297,  3100  Parana,  E.R.,  ARGENTINA 
Parents:  Elvin  A  Janet,  General  Evangelism 


22-87 

MR.  KYLE  JONES 

4,  bis,  Grande  Rue,  54420  Saulxures-les-Nancy,  FRANCE 
Parents:  Mike  A  Pam,  General  Evangelism 


6-84 

MR.  JOHN  FOX 

Visanai  Biserica  Baptist,  Str.  SF.  Nicolae  80. 

Beltsy  279200  MOLDOVA 

Parents:  Thomas  A  Tammy,  General  Evangelism 


25-79 

MR.  RYAN  KYZAR 

Mississippi  College,  Box  4281,  Clinton,  MS  39058 
Parents:  Music  Promotion,  SERVE  IN  RUSSIA 


9-95 

MISS  EMILY  HEWITT 
3331  Old  Canton  Road,  Jackson,  MS  39216 
Parents:  Earl  A  Mona,  Medicine 
SERVE  IN  WEST  AFRICA 


25-86 

MISS  STEPHANIE  SMITH 

Apartado  207,  Huaraz,  PERU 

Parents:  Steve  A  Vidonia  Smith,  General  Evangelism 


11-82 

MISS  ARIEL  A  USTIN  MASSEY 
8711  Echo  El  Paso,  TX  79904 
Parents.  Gregor  A  Karen,  Music  Promotion 
SERVE  IN  MIDDLE  AMERICA 


27-83 

MISS  AMY  KLEE 

52-31  Matsumidai,  Ikoma-shi,  630-02,  JAPAN 
Parents:  Henry  A  Linda,  General  Evangelism 


18-78 

MISS  SUMMERS  DUNAWAY 
WCC,  P  O.  Box  1205.  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401 
Parents:  Philip  A  Lara,  Theological  Education 
SERVE  IN  BRAZIL 


Just  for  the  Record 


E  First  Church,  Terry,  exceed¬ 
ed  its  goal  of  $1,000  for  the 
Baptist  Children's  Village  Love 
Offering  bv  giving  a  final  total 
of  $1,182.52.  John  H.  Pace  Jr.  is 
pastor. 

Old  Union  Church, 
Shannon,  will  observe 
Memorial  Day  on  Aug.  1.  A 
covered  dish  lunch  will  be 
served  at  noon.  Kenneth  Kelly 
is  pastor. 

Shiloh  Church,  Oxford, 

experienced  revival  at  its  youth 
retreat,  June  24-26.  Twenty  nine 
McComb,  held  its  Senior.,  Adult  teenagers  attended  the  retreat, 
with  a  catered  luncheon.  Receiving  H  were  saved  arid  two  rededi- 
ere  Lela  Fisher,  oldest  member;  Beth  cated  their  lives.  David  Thomas 
ry  Joyce  Slater,  nursing  home  ministry  *s  pastor. 


Mission  organizations  of 
North  Morton  Church, 
Morton 


(Pictured)  Jane 
Brown,  Melissa 
Cannon,  Connie 
Gregory,  Paula 
Chapman,  and 
Rhonda  Phillips, 
leaders;  Acteens, 
Shawma  Massey, 
Ashlev  Gregory, 
Hope  "Parker,  Kelly 
Yount,  Charlott 
Steadman, 
Kimberly  Turner, 
Ashley  Wallace; 
older  GAs,  Chrissy 
Prestage,  Hope 
Wallace;  younger 
GAs,  Lisa-Marie 
Cannon,  Presley 
Cannon,  Beth  Granthem, 
Kimberly  Denson;  Mission 
Friends,  Brittany  Chapman, 
Isaac  Cannon  II,  and  John 
Avery  Cannon  (baby). 


Gunter  Road,  Florence:  July 

25-28;  6:30-8:15  p.m.; 

Molenda  Martin,  director; 
Gene  Iordan,  pastor. 


Note  burning  at  Antioch  Church,  Union 

Antioch  Church,  Union, 

held  a  note  burning  ceremony 
for  its  church  ana  education 
buildings  on  June  27.  Taking 

Eart  in  the  ceremony  are  (from 
•ft)  Wayne  Bishop,  minister  of 
music;  Nancy  Joyner;  Jeanetta 
Rigdon;  Sam  Boler;  Stanley 
Bishop;  Bill  McKinion;  and 
James  Young,  pastor. 

Acteens,  GAs,  and  Mission 
Friends  of  North  Morton 
Church,  Morton,  got  together 
for  a  ministry  project  for 
Mississippi  Care  Center  (nurs¬ 
ing  home)  in  Morton.  Wreaths 
were  made  for  the  residents. 


JAMES  YOUNC 


RAs  of  Corinth  Church,  Simpson  Association 


Recently  a  group  of  men  from  Flowood  Church,  Brandon, 
worked  with  the  Antioch  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  Metropolis, 
III.  They  helped  construct  additional  classrooms  for  the  church. 
Pictured  (from  left,  front  row)  are  Bobby  Moore,  Ricky  Gray,  Carlos 
Langford,  David  Westerfield;  (standing)  Myron  Sistruck,  Bill 
Dunigan,  Ken  Blakeney,  Billy  Little,  Don  Havard,  Freddie  Lang,  and 
Nick  Whittington.  Gray  is  pastor. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


Monday,  August  9 
7:00  pm 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church 

5708  Old  Canton  Road  •  Jackson,  MS  39211  •  956-5000 
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and  others  giving  yourselves  for 
sharing,  teaching  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  love  to  those  who 
don't  know  or  understand.  Let's 
pray  each  day  for  these,  their 
lives  may  just  depend  on  it. 
Barbara  Peterson 
Carollton,  Alabama 


MOVED  BY  ARTICLE 


Editor 

I  was  very  impressed  and 
moved  by  a  recent  article  I  read  in 
your  paper.  It  was  seen  in  the  July 
1  edition,  and  was  written  by  Jim 
Futral.  He  gave  a  very  good  ren¬ 
dition  of  how  he  assumed  some¬ 
thing  that  wasn't.  It  was  under 
the  heading  of  A  Chicken's  Foot.  I 
have  seen  things  in  the  past  that 
have  drawn  conclusions  that  just 
weren't  true  and  many  people 
can  be  hurt  in  the  process.  1  hope 
that  many  people  read  that  article 
and  were  as  moved  as  myself.  As 
a  church  secretary,  I  have  been 
exposed  to  many  opportunities  to 
draw  conclusions  on  partial  infor¬ 
mation.  As  a  Christian,  I  am 
reminded  how  very  important  it 
is  to  view  everything  with  com¬ 
plete  and  factual  information. 
This  is  a  very  important  part  of 
everyday  life  in  and  out  of  the 
church.  Keep  up  the  good  work 
of  vour  paper.  I  look  forward  to 


SEEKING  PRAYERS 


Editor: 

The  Western  Europe  Region  of 
the  International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  is  seeking  churches  with 
intercessory  prayer  ministries, 
mission  groups,  seminaries, 
and/or  individuals  with  access 
to  e-mail  who  might  be  interest¬ 
ed  in  partnering  in  prayer  for  the 
ministries  of  more  than  250  mis¬ 
sionaries  serving  in  this  devel¬ 
oped,  affluent,  yet  very  spiritual¬ 
ly  dark  area  of  our  work).  If  you 
are  interested  in  receiving  regu¬ 
lar,  up-to-date  prayer  reouests, 
please  contact  me  at  DEBdIEK- 
COX@compuserve.com. 

Debbie  Cox 

1MB  regional  prayer 

coordinator,  Germany 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Youth  Night 
autograph 
party  cancelled 


The  autograph  signing 
party  scheduled  at  the  Jackson 
LifeWay  Christian  Store  (for¬ 
merly  the  Baptist  Bookstore) 
after  the  Friday,  July  23 
evening  session  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
Night,  has  been  cancelled.  For 
more  information,  contact 
Matt  Buckles,  Youth  Night 
Committee  chairman,  at  (601) 
292-3305  or  toll-free  in 
Mississippi  (800)  748-1651. 


GAMBLING  DESTROYS 


Editor: 

This  article  is  in  response  to 
the  editorial  of  June  17  by  our 
good  editor  William  Perkins, 
relating  to  the  problem  of  gam¬ 
bling.  He  covered  it  well.  I  just 
have  a  few  thoughts  on  the 
subject. 

My  problem  here  is  that  1  do 
not  Delieve  our  pastors  are 
speaking  out  on  the  subject, 
condemning  what  it  is  doing  to 
our  youth  and  adults  alike.  We 
must  keep  in  mind  that  (gam¬ 
bling)  is  a  legal  institution  set 
up  by  our  elected  officials. 

Maybe  we  have  a  different 


TECHNOLOGY  CAN  HELP 


Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  thought- 
provoking  editorials  each  week, 
in  response  to  your  comments 
about  the  low  attendance  at  the 
SBC  this  year  and  modem  tech¬ 
nology,  1  would  like  to  request 
that  there  be  some  way  for  mem¬ 
bers  in  distant  sites  to  vote  on 


Ron  MmMoirer,  Ph  D 
MmistMmf  Counseling 
first  Cmrch,  /ackson 


•  Open  to  all  ordained  ministers,  including  pastors,  church  staff, 
directors  of  missions  and  BSU  directors. 

•  36  holes  of  golf  with  prizes  and  fellowship  lunch. 

•  Cost  -  $65  per  person. 

•  Cosponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

•  Register  by  mail  with  the  form  below  or  call  601.925.3263  for 
more  information. 


Ministers’  Golf  Tournament  Entry  Form 

Please  mail  entry  form  and  registration  fee  to: 
Ministers’  Golf  Tournament,  Box  4031,  Clinton,  MS  39058 


Partner: 


Name: _ 

Address: _ 

City/State  Zip 
Church: _ _ 


Phone: 


Handicap  or  Average  Score 


Registration  deadline  in  Friday,  July  30, 1999 
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Liberty,  Raleigh:  July  25-28; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  1  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  jerry 

Sullivan,  former  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Raleigh,  evangelist; 
"Hosanna,"  music;  Jeff  Mann, 
pastor. 

First  of  Runnelstown,  Petal: 

July  25-30;  Sunday,  Sunday 
School,  9  a.m.,  worship,  10  a.m., 
followed  by  dinner  in  fellow¬ 
ship  hall;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.; 
Billy  Murphy,  evangelist; 
Ronnie  Cottingham,  music; 
Henry  Freeman,  pastor. 

Shiloh,  Foxworth:  July  25- 
28;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  dinner  on 
grounds,  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Randal  Creel, 
Meridian,  evangelist;  Larrv 
Lott,  Columbia,  music;  Mack 
Carney,  pastor. 

Tyro  (Northwest):  July  25- 
28;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7:30 
p.m.  each  evening;  Tom  Hood 
and  Marcus  Laughlin,  leading 
services;  Gary  Newton,  pastor. 

Harmony,  Brookhaven: 

Aug.  1-4;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.  with  Phillip  Hemby, 
speaker;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Mon.,  Kent  Cochran;  Tues., 
Johnny  Sykes;  Wed.,  Malcolm 
Massey;  John  Swain  Lambert, 
guest  pianist;  Melissa  Ethridge, 
music  leader;  Clarence  Young, 
interim  pastor. 

Beulah,  Decatur:  July  25-29; 
Sunday,  10:50  a.m.,  fellowship 
meal,  and  6:50  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Thurs.,  7  p.m.;  Johnny  Collins, 
Neshoba,  evangelist;  Scott 
Vaughn,  BSU  director.  East 
Central  Community  College, 
music;  Byron  Howell,  pastor. 

Good  Hope,  Batesville:  July 
25-28;  Sunday,  regular  morning 
services  and  /  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7:30  p.m.;  John  Grey,  Grenada, 
evangelist;  Duke  Barnes, 
Cleveland,  music;  Billy  Floyd, 
pastor. 


Conehatta,  Conehatta:  July 
25-29;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Frank 
Harmon,  evangelist;  Gary 
Thome,  music. 

Liberty  Hill,  Pope:  Aug.  1-5; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Thurs.,  7:30  p.m.;  Marvin 
Cox,  director  of  missions. 
Union  County  Association, 
speaker  for  Sunday;  Bryan 
Bailey,  Oxford,  speaker  for 
Tues.-Thurs.;  James  L.  Bailey, 
pastor. 

Crowder,  Crowder;  Aug.  1- 
4;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Kermit  McGregor,  Mendenhall, 
evangelist;  L.  Graham  Smith, 
Clinton,  music;  Ben  James  Jr., 
pastor. 

Sallis,  Sallis:  July  25-30; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  covered  dish 
meal,  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7 
p.m.;  Jerry  Smith,  Water  Valley, 
evangelist;  Thomas  Wicker, 
pastor. 


Monument 
Drive,  Tupelo: 

Aug.  1-4;  7  p.m.; 
Don  Baggett, 
Belden  Church, 
Belden,  evangelist; 
Eddie  Wilhite,  East 
Heights  Church, 
Tupelo,  music; 
Tommy  Tackett, 
pastor. 

Juniper  Grove, 
Poplarville:  Aug. 
4-8;  Shannon 
Marshall,  preach¬ 
ing;  Clyde  Sellers, 
music;  homecom¬ 
ing,  Aug.  8. 


Antioch,  Prentiss:  Aug.  1-4; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  1:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Joe 

Blackwell,  Tylertown,  evange¬ 
list;  Wilmer  Holifield, 

Taylorsville,  music;  Larry  W. 
Yarber,  pastor. 

Magee's  Creek,  Jayess:  Aug. 
9-11;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

Russell  Bush,  evangelist; 

Hubert  Greer,  music. 

Parkway,  Morton:  Aug.  26- 
29;  Thurs.-Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sunday, 
11  a.m.;  Jr.  Richie,  Pontotoc, 
evangelist;  Tony  Massey, 
Parkway  Church,  music;  James 
Pender/pastor. 

Anding,  Bentonia:  July  25- 
28;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  noon  lun¬ 
cheon,  and  1:30  p.m.  singing; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Kerry 
Burrough,  evangelist;  Glen 


Martin,  music;  Joe  K.  Hill, 
pastor. 


Ludlow,  Ludlow:  July  25-30; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7 
p.m.  Ben  Carlisle,  Pascagoula, 
evangelist;  Billy  Charles 


p.m.  Ben  Carlisle,  Pascagoula, 
evangelist;  Billy  Charles 
Beavers,  Ludlow  Church, 
music;  M.  L.  Wallace,  pastor. 


Blythe  Creek,  Mathiston: 

Aug.  1-4;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  lunch 
served  in  fellowship  hall,  and 
6:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Doug  Wise,  Louisville,  evange¬ 
list;  Steve  and  Becky  Carver, 
Mathiston,  music;  Danny  Irvin, 
pastor. 

Enon  (Walthall):  July  25-30; 
Sunday,  worship,  10  a.m.,  meal, 
sendee  at  noon;  Mon.-Fri.,  7 

E.m.;  Leon  Dunn,  Hammond, 
a.,  evangelist;  John  Bell,  Opp, 
Ala.;  Barry  Cutrer,  pastor. 


LMCO  goal 
surpassed 

New  Elbethel  Church, 
Lafayette  Association,  set  a 

goal  of  $2,000  for  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  and 
received  $2,054.58.  Ron 
Jenkins  is  pastor. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Flynt  and  Metzner 


Baptist  Health  Systems 
(BHS)  was  recently  presented 
with  the  "Crystal  Comea"  Award 
by  the  Mississippi  Lions  Eye 
and  Tissue  Bank  for  having  the 
most  comea 
donations  in 
the  state. 

Shown 
(from  left) 
holding  the 
award  are 
Lions  Eye 
and  Tissue 
Bank  presi¬ 
dent  Mike 
Flynt  and 
BHS  CEO 
Kurt 
Metzner. 


Baptist  College  News 


Share  your  America! 

Experience  a  unique  opportunity  to  make 
international  friendships  and  create  memories 
to  last  a  lifetime.  Host  a  high  school  foreign 
exchange  student  with  EF  Foundation,  a  non¬ 
profit  organization.  Students  are  fully  insured 
and  firing  their  own  spending  money:  host 


William  Carey  College  stu¬ 
dents  working  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  directing  children's 
camps  in  the  Ukraine  are  Aaron 
Bilbo,-  Pascagoula;  Paige 
Etheridge,  Marion;  Dana 
Oswalt,  Mathiston;  Heather 
Robinson,  Brandon;  Kyle 
Schenkewitz,  Pascagoula;  and 
Patricia  Sullivan,  Mt.  Olive. 
Joshua  Vanderbrink,  Slidell, 
La.,  is  serving  a  ten-week  tour 
of  backpacking  and  prayer 
walking  in  Malaysia.  Karen 
Seamans,  Livingston,  La.,  is 
working  as  an  English  lan¬ 
guage  teacher  in  Australia. 
Students  working  with  the 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  are 
Richard  Bryant,  Beaumont; 
Shannon  Daughtry,  Columbia; 
Dee  Norwood,  Pelahatchie;  Joy 
Pickering,  Seminary;  Othan 
Pipkins,  Beaumont;  and 
Mandy  Trammell,  Florence. 


Ashley  Fitzhugh,  Pine  Grove, 
La.,  is  working  as  a  counselor 
for  the  Gulf/West  Traveling 
Team  of  Centrifuge.  Jon  Gillis, 
Florence,  is  serving  as 
Certifuge  camp  pastor  at 
Ridgecrest  Conference  Center, 
North  Carolina. 

Honor  graduates  at  gradua¬ 
tion  recently  held  at  Blue 
Mountain  College  were  Laura 
Green,  Ripley;  Freda  Braddock, 
Ripley;  Elizabeth  Dunlap,  New 
Albany;  Meredith  Carter,  Blue 
Mountain;  Michelle  Wiesing, 


Ripley;  Pam  Vegas,  Baldwyn; 
Tina  Hooker,  Tnaxton;  Paula 
Cox,  Blue  Mountain;  Barbara 
McCormick,  Houlka;  Jennifer 
Rodgers,  Pittsboro;  Misty 
Mullins,  Walnut;  Stephanie 
Tisdale,  Memphis,  Tenn.; 
Amanda  Grubbs,  Pontotoc; 
Holly  Kuykendall,  Belmont; 
Kendra  Moody,  Belmont; 
Amanda  Harris,  Corinth;  Amy 
Hill,  Ripley;  Marcy  Clifton, 
Ripley;  Dawn  Hilliard,  Walnut; 
Matthew  Brown,  Fulton;  Teresa 
Phifer,  Fulton;  and  Jenny 
Brooks,  Corinth. 


Baptist  Health  Systems 
(BHS)  employees  recently 
completed  their  sixth  Habitat 
for  Humanity  house  on 
Whitfield  Street  in  Jackson. 
The  house  will  be  occupied  by 
Manda  Vaughan  (center),  a 
BHS  employee.  Vaughan  is 
assisted  at  a  ribbon  cutting  cer¬ 
emony  and  dedication  by  BHS 
CEO  Kurt  Metzner  (left),  and 
executive  vice  president  Jerry 
Cotton  (right). 


Explore  the  Bible 


Joy  in  restored  relationships 

2  Corinthians  7:2-16 


Ted  Dukes 


a  terrible  thing,  but  it  is 
a  particularly  grave 
matter  in  the  pinistry. 

Paul  reminded  them  Du 
again  in  verse  3,  "I  have 
you  in  my  heart."  While  he  has 
not  actually  said  these  exact 
words  to  the  Corinthians  in 
either  of  the  two  letters  we  have, 
he  has  nevertheless  expressed 
the  thought  many  times  (3:2-3; 
6:11-14;  Phil.  1:7).  He  told  the 
Thessalonians  that  he  was  ready 
to  give  them  even  his  own  life  (1 
Thess.  2:8),  and  now  he  assures 
the  Corinthians  of  the  same 
devotion  and  deep  affection. 

Paul  was  a  man  of  boldness,  as 
he  admits  in  verse  4,  and  of  great 
jov.  He  often  said  that  he  was 
filled  with  consolation,  comfort, 
and  exceeding  great  joy,  even  in 


The  Apostle  Paul  asked  the 
church  to  make  room  for  him  in 
their  hearts,  saying  "We  have 
wronged  ...corrupted... 
defrauded  no  man"  (v.  2). 
Whatever  his  enemies  might 
insinuate,  Paul  wanted  to  go  on 
record  as  saying  that  no  single 
member  of  the  church  could 
complain  of  injury,  moral  harm, 
or  unfair  treatment  from  him. 

His  defense  of  himself  sounds 
familiar  at  this  point  (c.f.  1  Cor. 
9:1-6;  2  Cor.  5:12;  6:3;  10:7-11),  but 
what  we  must  remember  is  that 
everything  Paul  hoped  to  accom¬ 
plish  for  the  cause  of  Christ  was 
dependent  upon  his  reputation 
and  credibility  among  the 
Christian  community.  Slander  is 


Dukes 


the  midst  of  affliction. 
Such  is  the  signature  of 
Christ  on  the  lire  of  a  ser¬ 
vant  of  God  (|ohn  15:11; 
Rom.  14:17;  2  Cor.  2:2-14; 
6:10;  Gal.  5:22;  Phil.  2:17). 

The  Apostle  catches 
the  attention  of  every 
Christian  who  has  ever 
suffered  in  verses  5-6. 
■s  He  was  afflicted  with 
external  difficulties  as 
well  as  internal  anxiety,  so 
much  so  that  his  "flesh  had  no 
rest,"  but  the  Comforter  of  the 
humble  brought  joy  in  the 
midst  of  sadness. 

Paul  came  from  a  tradition  of 
prideful  people  where  having 
one's  act  together,  so  to  speak, 
was  a  virtue.  Christ  was  the  first 
to  reveal  the  glory  in  being 
downcast  and  humble  (Matt. 
11:29;  Luke  1:52).  Paul  had  revo¬ 
lutionized  his  thinking  to  reflect 
the  servant's  heart  of  the -Master. 

It  was  Titus  by  whom  Paul 
had  sent  his  stern  rebuke  to  the 
Corinthians,  and  the  Apostle 


Family  Bible  Series 


Creating  a  problem 

Genesis  25:19-34;  27:1-40 


By  Grant  Arinder 


Often  the  story  of  a  nation  or 
family  and  its  success  or  failure 
can  be  traced  to  one  defining 
moment,  an  event  that  serves  as 
a  microcosm  of  all  other  events 
that  follow.  This  is  surely  the 
case  with  the  biblical  accounts 
of  Jacob  and  Esau  —  the  sons  of 
Isaac,  the  son  of  Abraham. 

The  narratives  of  Jacob  and 
Esau  in  Genesis  25-35  can  all  be 
distilled  to  one  important  story 
that  defines  all  their  latter 
interactions.  The  birth  narra¬ 
tive  in  Genesis  25  serves  to 
define  the  future  interactions 
of  Jacob  and  Esau. 

Isaac  prayed  for  his  barren 
wife  Rebekah,  and  she  became 
pregnant  with  twins.  Scripture 


reveals,  that  even  in 
the  womb  the  two 
brothers  struggled 
with  each  other.  The  Arif 
record  of  this  struggle 
is  important.  It  is  included  to 
define  for  the  reader  the  future 
struggles  between  Jacob  and 
Esau.  Again,  it  is  a  microcosm 
of  all  that  follows  for  the  two. 

When  the  brothers  are  born, 
Esau  is  born  first,  and  therefore 
possesses  all  the  privileges  of 
the  first  born  male.  However, 
we  then  read  that  Jacob  is  born 
clutching  at  the  heel  of  Esau. 
Again  this  scene  is  representa¬ 
tive  of  all  future  interactions. 
The  defining  moments  in 
Jacob's  and  Esau's  lives  revolve 
around  Jacob  clutching  at  that 
which  rightfully  belongs  to 
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Esau.  Jacob  is  appropri¬ 
ately  named  as  "one 
who  deceives." 

Taking  advantage 
(25:29-34).  An  overview 
of  the  accounts  of  Esau 
and  Jacob  reveal  their 
personalities.  Esau  is 
described  as  somewhat 
careless  and  shortsight- 
er  ed,  more  prone  to  make 
decisions  based  on 
immediate  gratification  rather 
than  prudent  planning. 

Jacob  on  the  other  hand  is 
described  as  intelligent  and 
thoughtful,  more  prone  to  see 
the  big  picture  and  make  deci¬ 
sions  accordingly.  Yet,  he  is  not 
just  smart  ana  thoughtful,  but 
also  cunning  and  deceitful. 

The  interplay  of  these  two 
personalities  lead  to  events  like 
the  one  described  in  this  pas¬ 
sage,  "Once  when  Jacob  was 
cooling  some  stew,  Esau  came 
in  from  the  open  country  fam¬ 
ished.  He  said  to  Jacob,  'Quick, 
let  me  have  some  of  that  red 


Life  and  Work 

How  can  I  strengthen 
my  church? 


Hebrews  10:24-25;  12:1-3;  13:1-3, 17-18 


By  Tony  Martin 


1  had  a  dream  a  while  back 
of  serving  a  church  where 
everyone  was  of  one  mind, 
where  there  was  mutual  love 
and  respect,  where  you  never 
heard  critical,  destructive 
comments,  where  the  leader¬ 
ship  was  respected  and  trust¬ 
ed,  and  everyone  was  faithful 
to  follow  Christ. 

Well,  we  may  not  experience 
that  kind  of  assembly  this  side 
of  glory,  but  there  is  in  every 
church  a  group  of  people  who 
have  a  real  desire  for  their 
churches  to  grow  and  become 
stronger.  May  their  tribe 
increase!  These  folks,  and  oth¬ 
ers,  niav  not  know  what  they 


can  do  to  strengthen  Martin 
their  churches,  but 
there  are  some  simple  actions 
they  can  take  to  make  their 
churches  wholesome  and 
healthy  and  harmonious. 

Be  present  (10:24-25). 
Fellowship  with  God  should 
not  be  selfish.  A  church  is  a 
corporate  body.  Fellowship  is  a 
crucial  part  of  the  Christian 
walk.  Tne  writer  of  Hebrews 
must  have  been  facing  a  situa¬ 
tion  where  some  of  the  less 
solid  believers  were  not  partic¬ 
ipating  in  church  fellowship. 
Note  that  he  is  emphasizing 
not  what  a  believer  gets  from 
meeting  with  others,  but  rather 
what  he  is  able  to  contribute  to 
the  group. 


rejoiced  in  the  knowledge  that 
the  church  had  received  Titus 
and  trusted  him.  Upon  their 
reunion,  Paul  is  encouraged  to 
learn  that  the  "painful  letter" 
had  achieved  the  desired  result 
—  that  the  offenders  and 
accusers  in  the  church  had  been 
dealt  with,  and  that  the  body  of 
faith  was  experiencing  a 
healthy  sorrow  and  regret. 

Jesus  told  us  that  we  as 
Christians  need  to  repent,  (Luke 
17:3-4),  and  Paul  reiterated  the 
point  (12:21).  The  Bible's  com¬ 
mand  that  churches  repent  of 
wrong-doing  is  clearly  illustrat¬ 
ed  in  Jesusv  command  to  four 
out  of  the  seven  churches  of  Asia 
addressed  in  the  Revelation. 

When  we  put  our  agenda 
ahead  of  God's,  even  though 
we  cloak  it  in  rational  and 
noble  motives,  we  sin.  Whether 
in  the  life  of  an  individual  or  in 
the  collective  life  of  a  local  body 
of  believers,  the  word  from 
God  is,  "Repent  and  restore 
your  fellowship  with  Me." 


stew!  I'm  famished!"'  Esau  was 
hungry.  He  wanted  food  and  he 
wanted  it  now!  Instead  of  giv¬ 
ing  it  to  him,  Jacob  seized  the 
opportunity  to  take  advantage 
of  his  desperate  brother.  He 
persuaded  him  to  sell  his 
birthright  in  exchange  for  the 
meal.  Esau  carelessly  obliged. 

Practicing  fraud  (27:30-33). 
The  story  of  Jacob's  deceitful 
ways  continue.  When  Isaac  was 
old  and  blind  he  called  in  his 
eldest  son  Esau.  Isaac  asked 
Esau,  the  hunter,  to  go  and  kill 
some  game  and  prepare  a  meal 
for  him  (Isaac),  so  he  could 
bestow  his  blessing  upon  him. 
Yet,  Jacob  conspires  with 
Rebekah,  who  had  overheard 
the  conversation,  to  craftily 
steal  Esau's  blessing.  Their  plan 
to  deceive  Isaac  succeeds,  and 
Jacob  steals  Esau's  blessing. 

Bitterness  and  division.  The 
deception,  of  course  has  its  con¬ 
sequences.  The  words  of  verse  34 
describe  Esau's  deep  bitterness 
toward  his  brother.  ,}When  Esau 


We  are  all  simply 
encouraged  by  meeting 
with  others.  That  encour¬ 
agement  causes  us  to 
want  to  love  others  and 
perform  selfless  good 
works.  The  three  great 
Christian  virtues  —  faith, 
hope,  and  love  —  are 
seen  as  practical  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  benefit  of 
being  present  in  worship 
and  fellowship. 

Be  focused  (12:1-3).  The  j 
writer  of  Hebrews,  like  Paul,/, 
often  used  athletic  analogies. 
Athletes  used  to  wear  training 
weights  to  help  them  prepare 
for  track  and  field  events.  Of 
course,  they  wouldn't  actually 
run  a  race  with  those  weights 
—  they'd  get  rid  of  them.  The 
runner  should  get  rid  of  any¬ 
thing  that  would  hinder  maxi¬ 
mum  performance. 

Witn  any  excess  baggage 
shed,  the  runner  would  be  free 
to  focus  on  the  matter  at  hand, 
the  ultimate  goal  of  winning 
the  race. 

Today,  we  are  called  to  put 


aside  all  things  that  hinder  us 
from  our  focus  on  Jesus  Christ 
himself.  Fixing  our  eyes  on 
Jesus  describes  our  attitude  of 
faith,  and  his  example  of 
endurance  as  he  experienced 
the  cross  should  inspire  us  to  be 
tenacious  and  committed. 

Be  loving  (13:1-3).  We 
experience  fellowship  because 
of  Drotherly  love.  The  deepest 
kind  of  fellowship  is  not 
based  on  family  relationships, 
but  on  the  unique  spiritual  life 
we  experience  in  Christ.  Part 
of  that  brotherly  love  is  mani¬ 
fest  in  hospitality.  In  those 
days,  when  persecution  drove 
many  believers  away  from 
their  homes,  hospitality  was  a 
crucial  ministry. 

Even  prisoners  were  singled 
out  for  special  treatment.  To 
minister  to  a  Christian  prisoner 
in  Jesus'  name  was  the  same  as 
ministering  to  Jesus  himself. 
We  are  to  pray  for  and  love 
Christian  prisoners  all  around 
the  world. 

In  our  churches,  we  should 
love  one  another  as  brothers 


It  seems  unthinkable  to  me 
that  Paul  would  have  to  deal 
with  this  lack  of  support  in  the 
church,  even  from  a  small 
minority  of  people,  and  yet, 
this  is  the  same  phenomenon 
that  manifests  itself  in  every 
church  at  some  time  or  another. 

One  of  the  most  popular 
presidents  in  American  history 
was  Franklin  Roosevelt  who, 
in  1942  enjoyed  an  84% 
approval  rating.  Most  presi¬ 
dents  endure  40-60%  public 
support,  some  even  less.  No 
one  has  ever  achieved  100% 
support  from  100%  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  100%  of  the  time. 

The  Apostle  Paul  had  to  deal 
with  a  vocal  minority  that 
caused  him  considerable  grief, 
but  he  did  not  allow  those  few 
to  sever  his  relationship  with 
the  church. 

Ulysses  S.  Grant  said,  "There 
are  always  more  of  them  until 
thev  are  counted." 

t)ukes  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Crystal  Springs. 


heard  his  father's  words,  he 
burst  out  with  a  loud  and  bitter 
cry..."  The  bitterness  eventually 
leads  to  anger  and  division 
between  the  two.  Esau  plots  to 
kill  his  brother  in  revenge,  so 
Jacob  is  forced  to  flee  the  country. 

It  is  true  that  before  the  broth¬ 
ers  were  bom,  God  told  Rebekah 
"the  elder  shall  serve  the 
younger"  (25:23).  God's  choice 
of  Jacob  was  an  act  of  God's 
grace.  While  some  may  believe 
that  Rebekah's  and  Jacob's 
actions  were  an  effort  to  bring  to 
pass  what  God  had  prophesied, 
we  need  not  assume  that  God 
intended  for  them  to  use  deceit 
and  manipulation  to  accomplish 
his  purposes. 

Just  as  God  incorporated  into 
his  plans  the  deceitful  betrayal 
of  Jesus  by  Judas  (which  was 
inspired  by  Satan),  God  in  his 
greatness  incorporated  into  his 
plans  the  ill-advised  schemes  of 
Rebekah  and  Jacob. 

Arinder  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Belzoni. 


and  sisters  and  express  our  love 
in  acts  of  ministry. 

Be  supportive  (113:17-18). 
Whenever  one  of  God's  ser¬ 
vants  —  a  pastor  or  other  min¬ 
ister  —  is  in  the  will  of  God, 
being  faithful  to  his  calling, 
then  God's  people  should  sub¬ 
mit  and  obey. 

Many  people  balk  at  the 
prospect  of  submission  and 
obedience  to  their  pastors. 
Pastors  should  never  be  dicta¬ 
tors;  this  would  be  evidence  of 
their  lack  of  submission  to 
God  himself  —  the  true  head 
of  the  church. 

However,  it's  dangerous  for 
us  to  have  a  casual  attitude 
toward  pastoral  authority.  The 
pastor  ultimately  has  to  give  an 
account  of  his  ministry  to  the 
Lord  himself,  and  is  held  to  a 
high  standard.  We  are  to  pray  for 
ministers  and  ourselves  alike 
and  not  be  a  burden  to  them. 

It  a  shepherd  is  faithful  to 
watch  the  sneep,  then  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  that  the  sheep  obey  him. 

Martin  is  minister  of  education 
at  First  Church,  McComh. 
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I  .a  mar  McQueen 

Mixed  Adult  SSC.  Central  BC-McNeil 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Johnny  M.  Fox 
Ada  Mercier 
Mrs.  Carole  L.  Mattox 
Mrv  Celeste  Moore  Miller 
Ms.  Louise  B.  McCraw 


Mrs  Kathryn  W  Smith 
Mrs  Richard  H.  Sneed 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Joseph  A  Wells 
E.  I..  &  Gay  Miller 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ralph  McNease 
MrvXorene  Miller 
Ms  Katherine  W  Melton 
Mrs.  Norton  Miller 
Mrs.  Doioris  Horton 
Mr.  (  .  L.  Miskelly 
Mr  A  Mrs  Cecil  W  Culpepper  Jr 
Mr.  Roy  L.  Vlitchell 
Mr  A  Mrs.  C  M  Mitchell 
VI r.  Larry  Vfixon 
Mr  A  Mrs  Powell  E  Poe 
Mrs.  Margaret  Montesi 
Mr.  A  Mrs  E.  L?  Bennett  Jr 
Vlrs.  Julia  Anie  Moure 
Mrs  M.  R  Pettey  A  Frances 
Robert  Moree 
Pine-  Burr  Baptist  Church 
Glynn  Morris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R  L.  Fortenberry 
Mr.  Carl  Morris 
Mrs.  Celeste  C.  Truitt 
Maggie  Ward  Morrissey 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Ralph  J  Tumbo 
Mv  Mary  Katherine  Moss 
Mrs.  Jean  S.  Moss 
Ms.  Lorene  Murphy 
Sam  A  Marjorie  Carter 
Robert  Nail 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Drew  Jefcoat 
Mrs.  Mildred  Nance 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Maske  A  Family 
Bruce  Newsom 
Eddie  Crowe 
Dot  Poe  Ray 
Mr.  Carl  O'Neal 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  L.  Fields 
Mr.  Robert  Forrest  Odle 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bill  H  Davis 
David  Park 
Mrs.  Agnes  L.  Harper 
Mr.  James  F.  Sr.  Park 
Mr.  William  C.  Park 
Mr.  J.  C.  Parker 
Ms.  Regina  Davis 
Mrv  E.  C.  Parker 
Mrs.  J.  E  Ruth 
Mike  Parsons 
Mrs  A  Mrs.  E.  C.  Parsons 
Mrs.  Cole  (Betty  Sue)  Patridge 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  John  D.  Harper 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  D.  Smith 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Barbee 
Ward.  Betty  A  Davis  Bnster 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jay  Gore  III 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hayes  Branscome 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  B  Moore  A  Family 
Mrs.  Talmadge  Tierce 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roscoe  Davis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  G.  Hardy 
Mrs.  Dit  P.  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hiram  Davis  Jr. 

Mr.  Milton  Ellis  Pell 
Mrs.  Shelia  Pell  Atwell 
Mr.  Ellis  Pell 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Bennett 
Mrv  Ruth  T.  Perkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Allen  H.  Mapp  Jr. 

Came  A  Gus  Evans 
('ora  Jane  Peters 
Mrs.  Virginia  H.  Atherton 
Mr.  David  Pickle 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Raiford  Strong 
Robert  Louis  “Bobby  "  Pierce 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Greg  Carpenter  A  Family 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Cory  jPuilis  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Shan  Robertson  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  D.  Robertson 
Tom  Tolar  Pittman 
Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Dietench 


J.  T.  Porter 

Mrs.  Irene  L,  Krister 
Vlrs.  Fannie  Poston 
Mr.  A  Vlrs.  Paul  H  Stanley 
Will  Powell,  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs,  Larry  Fret/ 

Mr  A  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr 
Mrs.  Josephine  Randall  Power 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Arthur  W  Lang  Jr 
Alan  Powers 

Mr.  A  Mrs  James  Criswell  Jr 

VI r.  Rainey 
Vlrs.  Sidney  Thornton 
Radford  Ralston 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  Wesley  L.  Reeves 
Rev  A  Mrs  Howard  T.  Scarborough 
Ben  J.  Hester 
Mrs  Irene  C.  Scott 
Mr.  Joe  Rester 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mr.  Leon  Wilson  Rice 
Mrs  Sylvia  Hammett 
Harreld  Chevrolet -Olds  Co. 
Friendship  SSC.  Hollandalc  BC 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Corder 
Mrs.  Hams  B.  Peyton 
Tom  Rice 
Adelaide  A.  Steele 
Mrv  Inez  S.  Rider 
Liberty  Baptist  Church 
Willing  Workers  SSC,  Liberty  BC 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  B.  Badon  Badon 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Rippy 
Mr  A  Mrs  Joe  C.  Hull 
Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Danny  R.  Gregory 
Betty  Rlinke 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  F.  Bratton 
Mrv  Barbara  Kaye  Crosby  Robbins 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Coil 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Norman  N.  Fountain 
Nan  and  Ellen  Crosby 
Ronnie  Robertson 
Mr.  Jewel  Malone 
Mrs.  Jewell  lackey  Robinson 
Bcezy  Johnson 
Mr.  Robert  Glyn  Rogers 
Faithful  Workers  SSC.  Bethany  BC 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Edward  Myers 
Mrs.  Lorena  Langston  A  Family 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Herman  L.  Dungan  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dennis  L.  McPhail 
Mrs.  S.  L.  Rogers  Sr. 

Mrs.  Inez  Rosamond, 

Mrs  Edith  M  Aldridge 
Mrv  Lillian  Spain  Salter 
Mrs.  John  Cupit  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  A.  King 
The  Supper  Club 
Ms.  Kathleen  D.  Pugh 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Warren  D.  Frasier 
Zach  A  Barbara  Hederman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gary  LaRose 
Mrv  Ruth  Scott 
Mrs.  R.  R.  Counts 
Pal  Sdvy 
Mrs.  Jean  S.  Moss 
Johnny  Rex  Shannon 
The  Steve  Bingham  Family 
Billie  Frances  Shaw 
Mr.  Danny  R  Gregory 
Bonnie  Christine  Shelton 
Mrs.  Anna  C.  Johnson 
Mrv  Frances  Shirley 
Ms.  Kathennc  W  Melton 
Ward  Simpson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  Ward 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Wills 
Mr.  A.C.  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrv  Carroll  J.  Smith 
Mr.  Lester  Smith 
Ms.  Mary  K.  Martin 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
turther  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

Ms.  Deannie  Allen 

Mr  Danny  R.  Gregory 
Mrs.  Christine  Anderson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Josh  Morris 
James  K.  Anthony 
Mrs  Mary  K.  Evans 
Phy  llis  Arrington 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  J.  Crawford 
Mr.  &  Mrv  David  Aston 
Mr  Ray  W  Snell 
Mary  Maude  Aultman 
Seminary  Baptist  Church 
Mrv  Mary  Maude  Aultman 
Mrs.  Nancy  Lewis 
Woodlawn  Baptist  Church 
Miss  Frances  L.  Bond 
Ms.  Deniece  C.  Irwin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  Jenkins 
Mrv  Elizabeth  Bailey 
Ruth  SSC.FBC-Tupelo 
Mrv  Nora  Barber 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  L.  Moore 
Mary  E.  Barrentine 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  C.  Powers 
Joseph  N.  Berry 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  L  Barham 
Mrv  Reda  Biasatti 
Mr  James  H.  Cannon 
Mr.  I.uther  B.  Birdsong 
Ms.  Maie  Bird  Thurman 
Mr.  Winston  Bond 
Ms  Madera  W  Wilson 
W.  L.  Bonner.  Jr. 

Richard  A  Bob  Catlett 
Mrs.  Blanche  Box 
Mr  Tolbert  F.  Bennett 
Dr.  Robert  R.  Bridge 
Mr  A  Mrs  Allen  W  Clark  II 
Vlr.  Bryn  Bright 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  E  Da\  is 
Vlr.  Alton  Brister 
Ms  Louie  M  Carter 
Mary  Catherine  Spinosa  Brown 
Adelaide  A.  Steele 
Linda  Wall 
Vide  Whitaker 
Mrs.  Marion  VI.  Brown 
Mr  A  Mrs  Frank  O.  Crosthw.ut  Jr 
Forest  Bruce 
Mrs  Charles  VI.  Agent 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Bill  E  Coleman 
Mrs.  Eucille  II  Harris 
T.  O.  Buford 

Princess  A  Happy  Robertson 

Mr.  W.  F.  Burchfield 

Mr  A  Mrs  Carroll  J.  Smith 

(  lydv  Rui  ns 

Donald  Boswell  Family 
Maurice  J  Boswell 
Joseph  I  huh «n  Family 

William  <  lyde  Burns 
Mr  A  Mrs  J  M  Smiley 
Vis.  BHh  Bush 
Vlrs  Eunice  Spence 
Mr.  /.ark  (  ain 
Mi  A  Mis  R.iifonl  Slrimg 
Vlrs.  Ruby  Cantrell 
Mrs  June  Bowering 
Vlr.  Frriria  Carpenter 
Mr  A  Mrs  Paul  J  Jaggars 
Vlrs.  Edna  C  arpenter 
Herman.  Shewn  A  Christopher  Coats 


Perry  Atherton 
Mrs.  Virginia  H.  Atherton 
Murray  Basden 
Julia  R.  Basden 
Elizabeth  Duggar 
Mr.  Earl  Batchelor 
Ms.  Anne  Rutland 
Justin  Bond 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roger  N.  Bond 

l>ewis  Bond 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Roger  N.  Bond 
Mr.  Billy  Bratcher 
Ms.  Sandy  Bratcher 

Earl  Coleman 

Deacons  A  Staff.  Liberty  BC 
Mr.  Steve  Cook 
Mrs  W  S.  Cook 
Mrs.  Verble  Dullinger 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Conan  W'hitten 
(  arlton  Edmondson,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carlton  W.  Edmondson 
Sylvia  H.  Hammett 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Res.  &  Vlrs.  Jeff  Holland  A  Earn 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Terry  Champiim 
Bro.  Chris  Jones 
Mrs.  Carole  L.  Mattox 
Brandy  Kolb 
Mrs  Howard  Littlejohn 
Mr.  Charlie  Little 
Vlr  Joel  Little 
Ms  Mallory  Little 
Dr.  A  Vlrs.  (  harks  O/born 
Mr  A  Mrs  Hugh  Gibson 
Vlr.  A  Vlrs.  Percy  J.  Peeler 
Mr  A  Mrs  Michael  Peeler 
Hoyle  A  Martha  Pennington 
Kathy  Shows 
Dtanc  Sims 
Vlr  J.  F.  Prat  I 
Mr  A  Mrs  L  A  McDowell 
Vlrs.  Martha  Props! 

Rkme  Crosslcy  SSC.  I  HC-Columhu' 
Rev  A  Vlrs.  James  Richardson 
Mr  A  Mrs  Pat  Ingram 
Vlr.  Gary  Sullrian 
Mrs  V\  S  Cook 
Joe  and  Faye  I  hompson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Herman  \  Dungan  Jr. 


The  staff  and  residents  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Village  recently  honored  three  employees  of 
the  India  Nunnery  campus  for  their  dedicated  service.  All  three  of  these  men  have  been  Christian 
leaders  and  role  models  for  our  residents. 


JUNE 
1-30,  1999 
Memorials 


Jon  West  has  left  the  BCV 
to  work  as  a  Journeyman  with 
the  International  Mission 
Board.  He  will  be  working 
with  children  in  Botswana, 
Africa  for  the  next  two  years. 


John  David  Hewitt  (left)  and  Michael  Mote  (right)  are 
shown  with  Ronny  Robinson,  BCV  executive  director.  Both 
men  received  certificates  of  honor.  |ohn  David  will  be  leav¬ 
ing  The  BCV  to  work  at  Mississippi  College  as  an  admissions 
counselor  and  Michael  will  be  moving  to  Louisiana  to  con¬ 
tinue  his  work  with  young  people  as  a  teacher  and  a  coach. 


Vlr.  Ilollund  V|.  \ddison 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Mike  Morrison 
Jay  Ainswort 
Jerry  A  Jobie  Ainsworth 
James  Ainsworth 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  B  Keel 


Northern 

Territory 


Queenxland 


Western 

Australia 


South 

Australia 


New  South 
Wales 


Victoria 


faithful  prayers  leading  family  to  salvation 

STILLWATER,  Okla.  (BP) 


The  strip 

joint  was  across  the  street  from  where 
Susan  Stephens  banked.  God  impressed  on 
her  to  pray  for  the  business  owner,  which 
she  did  every  time  she  went  to  the  bank. 

This  continued  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
Stephens  believed  in  the  power  of  prayer.  She 
had  no  idea,  though,  how  many  lives  would 
be  affected  when  God  answered  her  prayers. 

To  date,  11  members  of  Jack  Charles' 
family  have  been  baptized  into  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  Stillwater's  Eagle  Heights 
Church,  and  more  may  come. 

Charles,  who  owned  the  strip  club,  was 
not  a  Christian  but  he  began  to  feel  that  it 


was  wrong  to  own  such  a  business,  so  he  Charles'  wife,  Barbara,  said  she  was 
sold  it.  Then,  in  February,  his  grandmoth-  “overwhelmed"  when  Charles  became  a 
er's  death  led  him  to  start  searching  the  Christian.  She  started  reading  the  Bible,  lis- 
Scriptures  for  truth.  tening  to  Christian  music,  and  was  led  to 

Charles  began  reading  books  about  the  Lord, 
near-death  experiences.  He  talked  a  lot  to  Since  then,  another  woman  at  work  and 
his  brother  Ralph,  a  Christian  who  lives  in  her  supervisor  have  been  saved,  "so  it's 
Miami.  Ralph  and  his  family  had  been  going  around  in  my  department." 
praying  for  Charles  for  17  years.  His  brother  John  said  his  grandmother's 

''Every  time  I  asked  him  something,  he  death  "led  Jack  on  a  rampage.  We  had 
would  say,  'You  know,  in  the  Bible...  ."'  about  a  six-hour  conversation  and  he  start- 
Charles  recalled.  Finally,  he  began  reading  ed  telling  me  what  to  read." 
the  Bible  on  his  own  and  soon  accepted  He  said  he  began  reading  his  Bible  at 
Jesus  Christ  as  his  personal  savior.  work,  which  has  caused  his  co-workers  to 

On  Feb.  14  he  became  a  Christian,  and  "treat  me  like  an  alcoholic;  everybody  looks 
made  a  public  profession  of  faith  Feb.  28.  For  at  me  different." 

six  of  the  next  seven  weeks,  one  or  more  of  his  John's  wife,  Kamera,  said  she  was  saved 

family  members  responded  to  the  invitation,  while  living  in  Hobart,  but  had  never  been 
On  March  7  his  wife  Barbara,  brother  baptized.  Sne  said  God  had  been  with  her 
John,  and  niece  Ashton  accepted  Christ,  through  some  tough  times  as  a  child,  and 
John's  wife,  Kamera,  also  was  baptized;  had  protected  her  family  even  when  they 
she  had  been  a  Christian  for  years  but  had  were  far  from  him. 

never  been  baptized.  Their  daughter,  Ashton,  12,  was  saved  at 

The  following  Sunday,  March  14,  Jack's  the  same  time  as  John.  She  talked  with  her 
parents,  Ralph  and  Carol,  made  public  pro-  dad,  then  went  to  Sunday  School  that  week, 
fessions.  All  seven  were  baptized  March  21.  When  her  friend  Amanda  asked  if  she 
On  March  28,  his  sister  and  brother-in-  were  to  die,  and  Jesus  asked  "Why  should 
law,  Cathy  and  Kirk  Brown,  also  were  I  let  you  into  Heaven?"Ashton  replied,  "I 
saved.  On  April  4  his  niece  Morgan  accept-  think  I  know,  but  I  might  not  have  it  all 
ed  Christ.  On  April  11  his  aunt,  Beverly  together:  Because  he  died  for  me  and 
Jean  Bradley,  made  a  profession.  The  four  because  he  is  mv  savior." 
of  them  were  baptized  April  25.  She  accepted  Jesus,  as  did  her  friend 

"The  funny  thing  is,  most  of  them  had  Shelly.  The  girls  also  led  another  friend, 
been  struggling  with  this  for  some  time,  who  was  a  Buddhist,  to  Christ.  That  girl 
but  not  me,"  Charles  said.  "I  was  so  far  said  she  will  not  be  baptized,  though,  until 
away  from  God,  that  everyone  was  sur-  herparents  become  Christians,  too. 
prised  when  I  got  saved."  Tne  whole  family  said  everyone  is  more 

He  said  he  talked  to  his  family  members  at  ease  than  ever  before,  and  family  get- 
about  his  faith,  but  "it  was  God  who  did  all  togethers  are  more  joyful  than  they  ever 
the  work."  were  in  the  past. 

Charles  said  the  best  thing  is  the  joy  at  Bradley  made  a  public  profession  April 
family  get-togethers.  "When  you  hear  Mom  11  and  was  baptized  April  25.  The  mem- 
laugh  for  the  first  time  for  real,  it  is  nice,"  he  bers  of  Eagle  Heights  Church  are  now 
said.  "It's  good  to  see  the  family  get  togeth-  waiting  for  the  next  member  of  the  Charles 
er  and  not  just  be  mean  and  cuss."  family  to  be  saved. 


NEW  CHRISTIANS  —  It's  11  members  and  counting  for  the  Jack 
Charles  family,  as  all  came  to  Christ  over  a  seven-week  period  and 
were  baptized  into  the  fellowship  of  Eagle  Heights  Church  in  Stillwater, 
Okla.  Shown  left  to  right  are  (standing)  Kamera,  Ashton,  John,  Morgan, 
Barbara,  lack  and  Ralph  Charles,  (sitting)  Beverly  Bradley,  Carol 
Charles  and  Cathy  and  Kirk  Brown.  They  are  shown  attending  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremonies  for  Eagle  Heights  April  18.  (BP  photo) 


Baptists  gearing  up  for  2000  Olympics  in  Sydney 


SYDNEY,  Australia  (BP)  —  ers.  With  3  million  visitors  on  In  addition  to  sports  min- 
American  and  Australian  the  way,  volunteers  will  have  a  istry.  Reach  Out  2000  is  mobi- 
Baptists  are  shooting  hoops  and  wonderful  opportunity  to  lizing  Baptists  to  touch  the 
honing  their  soccer  skills  in  make  a  strategic  impact  for  transient  Olympic  crowd, 
preparation  for  the  2000  God's  kingdom,  organizers  say.  "We're  helping  [Australians] 
Summer  Olympic  Games  in  "One  of  the  main  things  realize  that  the  world  is  coming 
Sydney,  Australia  —  but  they're  [Australian  Baptists]  will  do  is  to  their  back  door,"  she  said, 
not  out  to  win  medals.  receive  volunteer  teams  from 

They're  out  to  win  souls.  All  Sept.  15  to  Oct.  1  [2000],"  ***^^*± 

330  Baptist  churches  in  New  Wolfinger  said.  "All  summer 
South  Wales  are  joining  forces  long  there  will 

to  create  "Reach  Out  2000,"  an  be  sports  clinics.  a  i  ctd  14 
evangelistic  to  3  Churches  S  I  K  \  1 .1 

million  international  visitors  volunteer  for 
expected  to  pack  Sydney  tor  basketball,  softball,  soccer  and 
tire  Olympics.  American  football  clinics. 

Led  by  general  superinten-  We  want  to  undergird  if,*® 

dent  Phil  Skinner,  these  church-  the  work  they're 
es  will  partner  with  an  estimat-  already  doing.”  Jm  ^ 

ed  1,000  volunteers  from  The  clinics  use 

Southern  Baptist  churches  in  sports  as  a  platform  ”  X  s 

the  United  States  to  lead  sports  tor  sharing  the  Gospel. 

street  drama,  "College  students 

tion  teams,  and  more  —  all  in  will  be  sent  to  disciple 

the  name  of  Christ.  participants.  Younger  sf  C 

With  the  games  drawing  children  sign  up  for  drills, 
closer,  Baptists  everywhere  are  improve  their  skills,  and  go  Plans  W 

picking  up  the  pace,  said  through  an  evangelistic  sta-  are  in  the 

Cheryl  Wolfinger,  sports  evan-  tion  where  the  leader  gives  works  for  mass  distri- 

f;elism  consultant  for  the  his  or  her  testimony,"  she  said,  button  of  tracts  in  down- 
ntemational  Sports  Federation,  "[The  churches]  are  so  excited."  town  Sydney,  coupled  with 
which  recruits  and  promotes  The  idea  is  catching  on  backyard  Bible  clubs,  street 
sports  evangelism  projects  on  among  Australians,  she  said,  drama,  touring  choirs,  and 
behalf  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Case  in  point:  a  115-member  other  general  evangelism  pro- 
International  Mission  Board.  Baptist  church  transformed  its  jects  in  strategic  locations. 

Since  sports  will  be  a  focal  building  into  a  "cutting-edge"  During  a  festive  season  like 
point  of  the  Olympics,  sports  sports  complex  for  evangelistic  the  Olympics,  Wolfinger  said 
evangelism  will  be  the  ticket  to  clinics.  Membership  has  there  is  an  "incredible  open- 
getting  through  to  non-believ-  climbed  to  more  than  600.  ness"  among  people.  People 
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Reach  Out  2000  also 
will  give  Australia, 
which  is  less  than  2% 

Sal  Christian, 
nee  to  see 
it's  love 
nonstrated 
{  Baptists. 

Only  11% 
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attends 
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